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Che Lord CThinketh Gpon Me 


“‘T am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me.’’ 
Psalm 40:17. 


Though poor and needy is my state, 
And I am spent with misery, 

It makes my heavy heart elate 
To know that God doth think on me. 


While shame and sorrow round me close— 
Cause me to sigh for sympathy, 

Still am I jubilant! God knows— 
In tender love doth think on me. 


What though the skies are dark as night, 
Nor any pathway can I see, 
I know full well that God is Light— 


On me! though torn with cruel pain, 
Oppressed with wretched poverty,— 
Oh, blissful truth! I’ll sing again, 
For God in mercy thinks on me! 


God loveth me! thinketh on me! 
On me bestoweth gracious care! 
I know nor need nor poverty, 
Since in His bounteous grace I share! 


Be thou, my heart, with joy elate! 
And shout, my soul, exultantly! 
Exalted, glorious, is my state, 


Since God in Heaven doth think on me! 


In loving pity thinks on me. 
—G. S. Ricker. 
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With moonlight on His face, 
5 Starlight in His eyes, 
| God-hunger parting lips, 
| In silent loneliness, 

i The Nazarene onward presses 
i Through the desert night of me— 
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And lo! His footprints gather dew 
That moist my lips for utterance; 
While wonder holds me hushed 
Upon my knees till dawn, 
And lips grow parched again, 
—Henry Linford Krause. 


God's Garden 


By Minnie W. Miller 


I do not call it my Sunday School Class— 
Ah no, for I call it God’s Garden, 

Where flowers are blooming for Him to bless, 
That no sin their hearts may harden. 


Here are Roses and Violets of lovely hue 

That bloom in God’s Garden so fair— 
Mignonettes’ sweet fragrance, and Lilies, too, 
With a touch of gold in their hair. 


Their bright little faces look up to Thee 

To partake of the sunshine of love, 

Of truthfulness, patience, of faith in Thee; 
Their gaze rests unswerving above. 


May the perfume of love be sent afar, 
And the Lilies of purity shine 

In their little hearts, like a radiant star; 
So I pray, dear Savior of mine. 


CHRIST AND THE CHILDREN 


(Komaroni Kaes) 


JANUARY 10, 1929 
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2 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


THE FEDERAL COUNCIL AT ROCHES- 
TER 


By Charles E. Schaeffer, D, D. 


The Sixth Quadrennial Meeting of the 


Fedeial Council of Churches of Christ in 
Amer.ca was held at the Hotel Seneca, 
Rochester, New York, December Sth to 
llth. It was formally organized by the 


election of Bishop Francis J. MeConnel] 
of New York City, as President; Rev. Riv- 
ington D. Lord, D. D., of Brooklyn, N. Y., 
as Recording Secretary; and Krank H. 
Mann as Tieasurer. This meeting marked 
the twentieth anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of the Council. In 1905 a prel-minary 
meeting had been held in Carnegie Hall, 
New York City. Th's was followed by a 
meeting for formal organization in the 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, in De- 
cember, 1908. 

The Reformed Church in the United 
States has been identified with the Couneil 
from its very beginning. At a dinner 
which was given on Thursday evening, De- 
cember 6th, to those who were present at 
either or both of the first meetings of the 

- Council, out of thirty-one so-called veter- 

ans, five of them happened to be ministers 
of the Reformed Church. The following 
members of the delegation from the Re- 
formed Church attended: Dr. George W. 
Richards, Dr. Theodore F. Herman, Dr. 
Henry J. Christman, Dr. J. M. G. Darms, 
Dr. Paul §, Leinbach, Dr. W. Stuart Cra- 
mer, Dr. W. E. Lampe, Elder Frank P. 
Brown, Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, Dr. J. 
Rauch Stein, who took the place of Elder 
H. KE. Paisley, and Dr, Rufus C. Zartman, 
who substituted for Dr, Charles E. Miller. 
The delegat:on formally organized by elect- 
ing Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer as Chairman, 
and Dr. W. Stuart Cramer as Secretary. 
It also nominated Dr. Theodore F. Herman 
as one of the Vice-Presidents of the Coun- 
cil, and p:esented the names of Dr. H. J. 
Christman, Dr. J. M. G. Darms and Dr. W. 
KE. Lampe for membership on the Execu- 
tive Committee, and the name of Dr, 
Charles E. Schaeffer as the representative 
on the -Administrative Committee. Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach continues as the Chair- 
man of the Editorial Council of the Religi- 
ous Piess and therefore has a seat on the 
Administrative Committee. 

Great preparation had been made for 
this quadrennial meeting of the Council. 
A Committee of One Hundred on Program 
and Pol'cy had been appointed, which Com- 
mittee had frequent meetings during the 
year and was responsible for the major 
part of the program of this meeting of the 
Council. Under the auspices of this Com- 
mittee a Syllabus on Christian Unity had 
been prepared and sent out into many sec- 
tions of the Church in Amer‘ca for group 
study. 

In this SyNabus three major questions 
had been raised. (1) Should we be satisfied 
with the present method of co-operation? 
(2) Should we now take steps to modify 
the policy of the Council so that it may 
more fully express the idea of federal 
union? (3) What ean we learn from pres- 
ent day movements that are seeking to 
unite all the Churehes into one body? An- 
other question of practical import was 
raised as to -how the Federal Council could 
function along lines which it does not now 
follow and hoiy can it take over certain 
phases of co-operative work which the in- 
dividual denominations cannot perform. 
Answers to these questions had been care- 
fully collected and collated by one of the 
General Secretaries of the Coumneil, Dr. 
John M. Moore. A Data Book had also 
been prepared giving present day facts on 
certain problems wh‘ch are arising in the 
Churehes. The following topics growing 
out of the Syllabus and the Data Book 
furnished the theme for discussion at the 
morning sessions of the Council. 

1. The approach of the Church to the 
country community. 

2. The approach of the Church to the 
modern city. 


3. The approach of the Church to the 
world community. 

4. The approach of the Churches to one 
another. 

5, <A co-operative policy for today and 
tomorrow. 

The Committee of One Hundred express- 
ed its judgment on these various subjects 
through its Committee on Findings, of 
which Dr. George W. Richards was the 
Chairman. The report of this Committee, 
as well as the topic under consideration, 
proved a most interesting and informing 
feature of the Couneil. 

The afternoon sessions were devoted to 
the reports of the various Commissions and 
Committees of the Council, such as: the 
Commission on International Justice and 
Good-will, the Commission on the Church 
and Social Service, the Commission on 
Christian Edueation, the Comm‘ssion on 
Evangelism and Life Service, the Commis- 
sion on Race Relations, ete. 

The evening sessions were given over to 
popular addresses and were held in the 
Baptist Temple. Dr. Robert E. Speer spoke 
on **The World’s Need and the Gospel to 
Meet It.’’ Dr..S. Parkes Cadman, the re- 
tiring President of the Council, spoke one 
night on ‘The Genius of the Protestant 
Movement.’’? Another night Dr. Mordecai 
Johnson, of Howard University, Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Professor Reinhold Niebuhr, 
of Union Theological Seminary, spoke on 
‘““The Social Implications of the Gospel.’’ 
On Saturday night the session took the 
form of a dinner at the Hotel Seneca, the 
theme of which was, ‘‘The Churehes and 
World Peace,’’ and the speakers were 
Judge Florence Allen, of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and Major General John O’Ryan, of New 
York City, On Sunday morning a Com- 
munion service was held in the Baptist 
Temple for all the delegates, in which a 
large number partic:pated. Sunday after- 
noon was given over to a meeting in the 
interests of Evangelism, with two ad- 
dresses. On Monday evening the theme 
was ‘‘The World-wide Christian Move- 
ment,’’ with addresses by Dr. A. L. 
Warnshuis, of the Foreign Mission Con- 
ference, and Dr. E. Stanley Jones, of In- 
dia. 

The Council operates on a budget of 
about $400,000 annually. It has no legis- 
lative powers. It is a body of Christian 
men and women who are seeking to ex- 
press the fellowship and eatholie unity of 
the Christian Church. Great progress has 
been made in co-operative thinking and 
effort during these score of years in which 
the Council has functioned, 

The officers of the Council were author- 
ized to name a representative committee 
to study the function and structure of the 
Council and report to the Executive Com- 
mittee from year to year and at the next 
quadrennial meeting of the Council itself, 
with a view of possibly modifying the pres- 
ent organization so that it can more effec- 
tively express the spirit of co-operative 
effort among the Churches. 

A very pleasing social event, aside from 
the Council, but at the time of its meeting, 
was the dinner on Friday evening of repre- 
sentatives of the United Brethren Church, 
the Evangelical Synod of North America 
and the Reformed Church in the United 
States, at which -dinner Dr, Richards ex- 
plained the basis of union which contem- 
plates the merging of these three bodies 
into one. Another was the luncheon at- 
tended by the delegates who are identified 
with the Alliance of the Reformed Church- 
es Holding the Presbyterian System, and 
still another was the very delightful din- 
ner which the Ladies’ Aid Society of 
Emanuel Church of Rochester gave on Sun- 
day noon to the members of the Reformed 
Chureh delegation. 

Altogether the Council and these group 
meetings and social functions proved very 
interesting and served to develop further 
the spirit of Christian friendship and fel- 
lowship. 
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THE MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THE 
RURAL CHURCH 


Rev. E. M. Sando, Hanover, Penna, 


The rural Church has a natural point of 
contact with the people in its community. 
It has always been the source whence has 
proceeded much of the great leadership, 
not only for the Church in general, but 


also for every walk of life. I wish to 
mention three great objectives which 


should control the program of every coun- 
try Church. 

The first of these, I would say, is evan- 
gelism,—an evangelism that touches every 
phase of rural life and seeks to permeate 
the heart of every man, woman and child 
with the saving power of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. This evangelism should seek 
to give to every member of the Chureh a 
living experience of true faith in the 
Saviour, for we must bear in mind that 
there are many in our Churches who have 
never realized truly the love of God in 
their hearts. It should likewise seek to 
build up those who have this vital experi- 
ence that they may really ‘‘grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.’’ 

Moreover, every rural community has some 
who either have never come under the in- 
fluence of the Gospel, or else have become 
cold and indifferent and have dropped out 
of relationship with the Church. In either 
case the Church should direet a sane evan- 
gelism towards winning these people for 
Christ, undoubtedly with the greatest profit 
and suecess, by means of individual per- 
sonal work. 

But the greatest part of the evangelism 
of the rural Church is to seek to instil into 
the heart of every child, boy and girl, 
youth and maiden, love for and faith in 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. To this 
end they should be brought into the Sun- 
day School, be given thorough instruction 
in the Christian life and the meaning of 
Church membership through the eatecheti- 
cal class, and enlisted for active Kingdom 
service. And the efforts of the rural 
Church should not cease until every home in 
its community is a true Christian home. 

A second great objective of the rural 
Church is the development of an adequate 
leadership in order to carry on its work 
successfully. Of primary importance for 
this purpose is a sufficient number of well- 
trained young men who are willing and 
eager to devote themselves and, if neces- 
sary, sacrifice, as ministers, for the build- 
ing up and maintaining of the rural 
Church. Too often the rural Chureh has 
been used simply as a stepping stone to the 
city pulpit or as a last resort for the un- 
successful city pastor. The rural Chureh 
must have ministers who are in sympathy 
with rural life, who understand or are will- 
ing to learn about the things of the soil, 
and who can enter sympathetically into the 
life problems of rural people. The rural 
Church needs ministers who are willing to 
devote their lives in consecrated effort to 
its work. A minister can continue in and 
grow old in years, in this rural work, as 
long as he remains young in heart and 
active in service. 

But the rural Church also needs an ade- 
quate number of lay leaders, both men 
and women, to carry forward the work as 
officers of the congregation and as leaders 
of the Sunday School and other auxiliary 
organizations. Particularly is this true 
where the min‘ster has several congrega- 
tions in his charge, as is usually the ease 
in our rural pastorates. The rural Chureh 
needs to carry on a definite program of 
leadership training so as to properly man 
the work in its various activities, This is 
often a difficult matter in this day in view 
of the constant drift of young men and 
women to the eity. 

A third great objective of the rural 
Church is to help to uplift the standard of 
rural life in general, by permeating every 
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THE FEDERAL COUNCIL A PROGRESSIVE get the denominations to surrender their identity and merge 
FORCE in a single united Church, but by asking two simple ques- 


tions: (1) “What functions are the denominations now 


th Bea con ak igi ae eR mee of exercising separately which could be better performed to- 
Seen stae e ae EL ER ee, pethier 2 (2)e"TE there are such functionse what changes 


j J ¢ S = 4 7 . . . 
pout Ree ad on nn see Semen Rae Ae in the structure of the Federal Council would be required 
oF é F = “,. in order to fit it to exercise them in a way to aid the 
i ce peat ELE Fey hoi nace ao os ae Kingdom of God and at the same time maintain the most 
© wae hr Spam ise p re te eee rae vital and organic relation of responsibility to the denomi- 
estos eit tie We persin sth ate dusts asta a8 nations?” The Christian Century seriously complains that 
ee se por dene fe buh wee canes ieee, Hall, this pragmatic formula of co-operative action was not ap- 
aon abe “ ROGER Gea ie Pequeniacne 1st re plied to specific possibilities: “no attempt was made to 
a fe ne Philadelphia in 1908. W pate ie ic isolate a single specific activity of the separate denomina- 
RES A ne h a ee, oe he Paes aun ™ 18 tions” and to ask whether that particular activity (as, for 
le Shel ee ties bree eee petite, seeren ti example, foreign missions) could not better be carried on 
tte TLE ent . eee sat .» _ by the same Churches acting unitedly. 
or co-operated more whole-heartedly with the leadership f 
of this organization than the Reformed Church in the Apart from the abstract character of the program sub- 
Wore tee Were! femierhber the tdifficulties which mitted by the committee, The Christian Century finds fault 
had to be overcome and the inevitably slow growth of such with the personnel of the delegate body itself, because of 
the overwhelming preponderance of delegates employed 


prophetic and idealistic movements, we have every reason be tt ENE OL HGH ee. OR AC gts 
c k Pree Otani Peetnce Ore whal 2) gee Ce ee on ee oor eee 
ee eee y manly implicated in the denominational system to be either 


ready has been done, but also because of the firm founda- a ; , 
Pome ee : : : : able or willing to consider the transfer of any important 
tions now laid, which give promise of a far more import- Wii ae: : yee ‘ : 
denominational functions to an organism representing all 


ane work inthe years ahead. the Churches.” According to The Christian Century, ‘‘re- 

There are always those in connection with such a move- pressive control upon the yearning of the Churches for 
ment who feel that the leaders are going too fast and com- closer and more vital comradeship in Christian work” is 
mitting the organization in dangerous ways to a program being exercised by bishops, Board secretaries, college presi- 
which is unauthorized and premature. Such theologically dents and theological professors, keeping alive ‘a system 
or socially conservative folks can be kept in the procession of which the non-professional Churchman is rapidly grow- 
only by an inspired diplomacy. There are sure to be ing weary, and whose impotence is more manifest with 
others, however, who chafe because the pace of progress each passing year.” Granting all possible force to this 
is so slow and who become disgruntled, and sometimes argument, it is obviously one-sided and far-fetched. We 
bitterly critical, because the aims upon which they have would not accuse our brother editor of a lack of sincerity, 
set their hearts cannot be secured overnight. One of our but feel that he must have suffered from biliousness. Does 
good friends, the Editor of The Christian Century, even he actually expect a federation of 28 denominations to 
went so far as to write about the recent quadrennial meet- accomplish more in two decades than his own Church has 
ing of the Federal Council as “the Rochester Fiasco,’ and achieved in a far longer period with any other single com- 
declared that “nothing more nearly approaching a com- munion?. Has any other federated movement done one- 
plete wash-out could be imagined than that which actually tenth as much? It is embarassing, for instance, to cite 
took place.” Is this sober fact or journalistic hyperbole? the “Alliance of Reformed Churches holding the Presbyter- 
It is true that the discussion at Rochester approached the ian System.” If the Federal Council has only been mark- 
problem of Church unity not with the idea of trying to ing time, then the Alliance, we fear, was retreating rapid- 
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ly. As a matter of fact, the Federal Council of the proved. We do not believe there is any man in the world 
Churches has an amazing record of accomplishment, and today, no matter how exalted his station, who would not re- 


the recent meeting marked not only a growth in the spirit 
of harmony and good will, but a pronounced tendency to 


move forward together to greater achievements, It 1s 
certain that the sentiment of the more liberal and inde- 
pendent observers, with exceedingly few exceptions, was 


unanimous on this point. Dr. Harold Marshall, represent- 
ing the Universalist Churches, sums up his impressions 
of the Rochester meeting as follows: “Statesmanship was 
far more in evidence than sectarianism. ‘This was a change 
in attitude quite as much as in personnel. Not a few of 
those present would be embarrassed to see their utterances 
of 10 or 20 years ago put beside the things which they 
have been saying with earnest sincerity in the last few 
days. Then there was a sense of solidarity, a consciousness 
that from being a merely representative body it had _ be- 
come organic. This in part grew out of its change of 
emphasis from a personal to a social gospel, in part from 
the complete disappearance of the Fundamentalist-Modern- 
ist controversy, but most of all because the passion of 
controversy has yielded to a nobler passion for fellowship 
and service. For most of all this was a profoundly re- 
ligious gathering. Prayer was not simply a part of its 
program; it was the natural expression of its mood. Here 
was the spirit and genius of Protestantism made manifest, 
conscious of its mistakes and shortcomings, but determined 
to go on and on in that faith which is the substance of 
the things that are not yet.” 


Dr. William E. Gilroy, Editor of The Congregationalist, 
in voicing his personal reactions, says: “It is from the 
standpoint of leadership and the registering of progress 
and ideals that the organization and werk of the Coun- 
cil are to be judged ; and despite all handicaps and qualify- 
ing circumstances, it is our strong conviction, enforced 
more strongly than ever by direct “contacts at Rochester, 
that the Council constitutes a great and formidable agency 
of religious progress and of the advancement of all those 
social and cohesive forces for which the Churches stand. 
It is much more than an agency of fellowship; it is a 
force in enlarging the vision, in organizing the resources, 
and in directing the energies of the fellowship of Amer- 
ican Protestantism.” Dr. Gilroy properly recognizes two 
types of progressive forces—the pioneer force that dyna- 
mites its way, and puts the pioneer far in advance of his 
age; and the slower method of deliberation with its effort 
to preserve unity against division. It is the latter method, 
steering clear of temperamental and emotional radicalism, 
which has been the usual method of the Federal Council 
and which in the end accomplishes the greatest results. 
It is difficult to see how any unprejudiced believer in 
spiritual fellowship could attend the sessions at Rochester 
and not be impressed with the sincerity, good-will and 
constructive purpose of those who were giving a week to 
the consideration of these great questions. Surely this 
audacious adventure in religious fellowship has been abund- 
antly vindicated. It has been a holy experiment which the 
Great Head of the Church has used and blessed. Though 
it needs no defense, it deserves the friendly help of all 
who believe in the essential unity of the Churches. 

* * * 


TO A MAN WHO LIVED WELL 


We have just finished reading one of the most beautiful 
books it has been our privilege to see. It is the special edi- 
tion of the Mercersburg Alummi Quarterly, of 120 pages 
with cover, published by Mercersburg Academy in memory 
of the late Headm ister, Dr. William Mann Irvine. The work 
was by the Kerr Printing Company, of Chambersburg, Pa., 
and is a triumph of artistic printing. But for the contents 
we are indebted chiefly, according to Dr. Joel T. Boone, 
President of the Alumni Association, to the faithful Alumni 
Secretary, Mr. Daniel Heefner. It was evidently a labor 
of love. You would not willingly see a single page omitted, 
and it is-difficult to see just how this tribute could be im- 


joice to have such a memorial as is provided in the pages of 
this tribute to one of the greatest and most heroic figures 
of our time. Elsewhere in this issue THE MESSENGER takes 
leave to quote the letters written by the President of the 
United States, the Governor of this Commonwealth, and 
the Secretary of the Navy, as typical of the place Dr. Irvine 
occupied among those in high official station. Such a record 
is deeply moving, and we cannot begin to express how 
thankful we are to those who have gathered, in so gracious 
and inspiring a fashion, these tributes to a consecrated life 
which will continue to bless the youth of America through 
the years to come. 


CERT ck 


WHICH WAY FOR OUR COUNTRY? 


In a cartoon in The Philadelphia Record Uncle Sam is 
represented in a huge open safe piled high with treasure and 
marked ‘The Wealthiest Nation in the World.’ Chained 
to the safe is a vicious looking bull-dog, labelled “Army and 
Navy.” A spineless, anemic specimen of humanity, marked 
“Pacifist,” is shown offering to Uncle Sam a rabbit. This 
rabbit, symbol of weakness and cowardice, is labelled ‘The 
Kellogg Treaty.” Beyond a wall, not far away from Uncle 
Sam, one sees armed enemies greedily watching the gold 
and jewels in the safe, and ready to pounce upon the treas- 
ure in an unguarded moment. And the caption of the car- 
toon is: “Not a Good Substitute for a Watch-dog.” 

Such a cartoon, which would not be creditable even in the 
cheapest of our tabloids, tells all too well the argument 
of those who want America to be first in the construction 
of the armaments of war rather than in the leadership of 
the forces that make for peace. Apart from the amazing 
effrontery of those who so readily picture as craven and per- 
fidious “rabbits” all who oppose the ancient bull-dog method 
of deciding differences of opinion between human brothers, 
we wish to emphasize here the failure of so many professing 
Christians to realize that a real crisis is upon us as a nation 
and that we are choosing whether we propose henceforth to 
put our chief trust in carnal or in spiritual weapons. 

“Can any Christian really believe,” asks The Congrega- 
tionalist, “that the safety or interests of this nation would 
suffer if the Senate were to adopt the Kellogg Peace Pact, 
without reservations and with enthusiasm, and postpone 
the cruiser-building program one year in the hope that the 
movement represented in the Pact creates a new and more 
favorable situation?” The answer is, alas, that many pro- 
fessing Christians are afraid that the failure to build more 
cruisers would leave us impotent at the mercy of foreign 
foes. Even many of those who favor the Peace Pact with- 
out a single reservation or qualifying interpretation, want 
America to have “‘a navy second to none”’ and in their hearts 
regard a superior military equipment as the only reassur- 
ing guarantee of safety for a country so rich as to arouse 
the envy of poverty-stricken neighbors. The formal “out- 
lawry of war” by the powers will, they hope, have consider- 
able moral effect ; but meanwhile, they propose to keep the 
bull-dog in fighting trim. In other words, the Christian 
theory is perfectly good; but in practice one must not be 
so foolish as to put confidence in a rabbit. And to those 
unwilling to try the way of Jesus, these imponderable moral 
and spiritual forces which we ask the nations to substitute 
for battleships, cannon and poison gas, are little better than 
rabbits. 

In an editorial on “Christianity and Armament” Dr. 
William E. Gilroy puts the case as follows: “We are con- 
vinced that beyond all pleas of ‘experts,’ and all study and 
discussion of details of defense, the supreme need is that 
statesmen who above all things desire peace, and that a 
‘Christian’ nation that has the future safety and welfare of 
the world at heart, shall see the momentous nature of the 
issues, and the supreme need of such action as shall turn 
the tide away from war and the thought of war to con- 
structive influences and overtures that make for mutual 
understanding and goodwill. Has America exhausted every 
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effort that her Government can make in that direction? 
With the solemn obligation to Christ that Christian pro- 
fession involves, and with that ultimate providence for the 
world which governments accept, is this nation conceived in 
liberty, and that bears upon its coinage the motto, Jn God 
We Trust, leaving no stone unturned to bring its providence 
into harmony with the Providence of a loving God? 

“We submit that these are not theoretical, or vague and 
imponderable questions. They lead into the very heart of 
the issues now before our government in the consideration 
of the cruiser-building program and the plan for the out- 
lawry of war. What has Christian America to say? What 
is the conscience and voice of that invisible government of 
millions of professing Christians in the Churches of Amer- 
ica, for whom our Government speaks, and who can, if 
they will, determine what the voice of our Government 
shall be?” 

Insofar as America is truly Christian, it will reveal the 
moral audacity and adventure of a great faith in truth, and 
in the potency of an example which is unselfish and un- 
afraid. 

a eee 


MAKING “SCIENCE” RIDICULOUS 


Professor Harry E, Barnes, of Smith College, who has 
a penchant for occasional first page publicity as one of our 
ultra-clever young iconoclasts, seized another opportunity at 
the convention of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science by pontificating the idea that the 
concept of God must now be readjusted in the light of dis- 
coveries in astrophysical science. In a most offensive way, 
worthy of the zealots of the Inquisition, he proceeded to 
“can” the Ten Commandments and to consign sin to ‘‘the 
limbo of ancient superstitions, such as witchcraft and sacri- 
fice.” Dr. Henry Fairfield Osborn, President of the Asso- 
ciation, administered a sharp rebuke to this “sensational 
speaker,” who took “an unwarranted liberty in introducing 
a metaphysical, philosophical and religious subject totally 
unrelated to the subjects under discussion.” Osborn 
protested that the private views of Prof. Barnes do notin 
any way reflect the program of the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation. “There is no antagonism,” he said, “between 
science and religion, and there can be none. Some of the 
greatest men of science have been religious men.” It re- 
mains true that it is the men of small calibre in both camps 
who make the trouble. 

It is possible that the remarks of Prof. Barnes received 
more attention from religious leaders than they deserved. 
In themselves, they contained nothing that was startlingly 
new or original. They are significant only as representing 
the dogmatic type of scientist or pseudo-scientist who as- 
‘sumes to speak ex cathedra on the subject of religion, about 
which he often knows little or nothing. Such attempts to 
‘measure the Deity in a test tube would be altogehter ludi- 
crous were they not so unspeakably sad—coming as they 
often do from men presumed to be exceptionally intelligent, 
and who are in positions where they can influence the think- 
ing of our young people. 

We are grateful for this shrewd comment of the New 
York Herald Tribune : 

“Both Dr. Barnes and most of those who are shocked by 
him are a little behind the times. One wonders, indeed, 
where Dr. Barnes has been these last 25 years. To defend 
or attack religion in purely intellectualistic terms is very 
far from being in the modern scientific spirit in the treat- 
ment of religion. To condemn or to attack Christianity be- 
cause its Mosaic cosmogony is outmoded, to uphold Chris- 
tianity because of the literal truth of the Biblical account 
of creation, are both antiquated procedures. The fact is 
that the modern scientific study of religion has taught us to 
realize that religion is both something more and something 
less than intellectual. Religion has psychological and social 
sources and consequences. It cannot be explained or ex- 
plained away in terms of the formulas of either logic or 
science. One cannot expound or destroy Christianity any 
longer in terms simply of the literal truth or falsity of its 
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beliefs. Both the old-fashioned defenders and the old- 
fashioned attackers (Dr. Barnes is here included) of re- 
ligion display a singular literal mindedness. They both 
argue as i the power of a religion resided in its formulas 
and as if it were adherence to a formula that made most 
people religious, It is this error that makes theologians 
scan the scientific skies to see whether the new physics leaves 


any loopholes for God. It is for this reason that modern 
sociologists insist on the translation of sin into the in- 
feriority complex, of God into terms of an Einstein. The 


quarrel between Religion and Science that used to agitate 
the readers of Mrs. Humphrey Ward is seen now to be a 
foolish quarrel about an unreal issue. Science and Religion 
are not two rival accounts of the nature of the world—they 
are two different responses to experience. Religion ad- 
dresses itself to human needs too deep, rational and per- 
manent for any foruntlas of science to quell or quiet. It 
arises not out of adherence to a formula, but from response 
to life. It has enshrined in the images of Christian tradition 
the permanent ideals and frustrations and triumphs of hu- 
mankind. The formulas of science may change their fash- 
ions. There will always be millions to say, and to feel, 
Our Redeemer liveth; let us pray! The formulas of science 
will always be irrelevant to and shorter-lived than the con- 
victions of the heart, whereof religion consists.” 
ee ioe 


THE GLORY OF THE KITCHEN 


What tasks in life are menial and servile? Even in the 
holiday season we have heard complaints from folks who 
called their work a sort of degrading drudgery and ap- 
parently apologized for spending “their hours in doing things 
essentially mean and petty—when as a matter of fact they 
were giving themselves to important ministries on which 
the health and happiness of others depended. One of the 
great hymns of the Church which we do well to study at the 
beginning of a New Year is that beautiful prayer of Geo. 
Herbert, ‘““Teach Me, My God and King” (No. 501 in our 
Hymnal). Surely we need the lesson that no task can be 
so small that it does not “draw greatness and worth” from 
our Lord, when it is done for His dear sake. It is eternally 
true that : 


“Tf done to obey Thy laws, 
E’en servile labors shine; 
Hallowed is toil, if this the cause, 
The meanest work, divine.” 


Isn’t it queer, too, that it is service in the home itself 
which is so often regarded as most “menial?” Working in 
store or factory has no stigma in the eyes of some who view 
“house-work” as beneath the notice of all but “hired domes- 
tics.” We mark among the rarer souls those who glimpse 
the glory of the kitchen and sense the possibility of making 
house-work a fine art. 

At one of his services last summer in Westminster Chapel, 
London, Dr. G. Campbell Morgan read the following beau- 
tiful lines, written. by “M. K. H.” in The Westminster 
Record. This lovely “prayer hymn” is said to have been 
written by a 19-year-old servant girl, and we earnestly com- 
mend its message to all our readers. Maybe it will not only 
hearten many who render such service; we hope, also, that 
it may cause others to value and dignify more highly both 
the gracious ministries of the home circle and the loving 
hearts which render them for love’s sake: 


“Lord of all pots and pans and things; since I’ve not time 
to be 

A saint by doing lovely things, or watching late with Thee, 

Or dreaming in the dawnlight, or storming heaven's gates, 

Make me a saint by getting meals and washing up the 

plates. 

Although I must have Martha’s hands, I have a Mary 
mind; 

And when I black the boots and shoes, Thy sandals, Lord, 
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I think of how they trod the earth, what time I scrub the 
floor: : 
Accept this meditation, Lord, 1 haven’t time for more. 


Warm all the kitchen with Thy love, and light it with Thy 
peace ; ; 

Forgive me all my worrying, and make my grumbling 
cease. 


Thou who didst love to give men food, in room or by the 
sea, 
; ee 
Accept this service that I do—I do it unto Thee. 


*K * *K 


CHASTENED BY CRITICISM 


Dr. Dan Brummitt, one of the acknowledged leaders in 
the editorial fraternity, opines that “‘an editorial chair must 
be a frightful piece of furniture when its occupant can’t 
get some joy out of the letters that are meant to scorch his 
hide.” Without such a sense of humor, the editor would 
be miserable indeed. Evidently some men succeed in find- 
ing joy in the job. Here is our old friend, Dr, Henry 
Beets, of Grand Rapids, Mich., who has just retired from 
the editorship of The Banner, official organ of the Chris- 
tian Reformed denomination, after a quarter of a century 
of conspicuously useful effort to help the people of that 
communion to be “loyal and appreciative Americans as well 
as staunch Calvinists.” He admits that at times “cutting 
criticisms” brought unpleasant days and a few sleepless 
nights. But in spite of misunderstandings and poison pens, 
Dr. Beets has evidently had a highly interesting and fruit- 
ful time, and he goes into well-deserved rest from his edi- 
torial duties with the kindly regard of a host of friends. 

Meantime others continue to receive brick-bats as well 
as bouquets. Who is the meanest man you know? Well, 
Editor Rowland, of the Richmond Christian Advocate, 
answers that query thus: “It would be hard to tell, but we 
desire to enter a certain brother in the contest for that dis- 
honor. We have just received from him a very naughty 
letter of unkind criticism, and he wrote so much that the 
two cents failed to carry it, making us pay additional post- 
age for the privilege of listening to his cussing. But along 
with it came another one that had a little breeze that blew 
the cloud away. A sister writes: ‘Inclosed is 15 cents for 
my pre-scription since the paper expired. Please stop it.’ 
Whatever else the job of being a Church editor may be, it 
is not dull to a fellow with a human heart and a sunny 
soul.” 

To this observation the Northwestern Christian Advocate 
responds enthusiastically, as befits a good Methodist: 
“Right you are, Brother Rowland. [very other editor has 
similar experiences, especially in election year. One of our 
own irate subscribers wrote to have his paper stopped, and 
was so worked up about it that he forgot to sign his name. 
Another said he liked the paper so long as it had agreed with 
him, but now that its opinion had gone squarely against his 
own, he would have to stop it. We didn’t tell him that he 
needed the paper more when it questioned his views than 
when it chimed in with him, tho that is almost always true. 
What's the good of an echo? Nor did we tell him that by 
his own standards he ought to throw away his copy of the 
multiplication table. That might have sounded like a claim 
to infallibility, which no canny editor ever makes.” 

All of which simply goes to show that human nature is 
very much the same the country over—and that editors as 
well as pastors and other folks will either be chastened or 
embittered by criticism, All of us need to learn how much 
wiser and better it is to regard such fault finding with can- 
dor and cheer rather than cynicism, for more of it than we 
suspect may have some basis of justification. 
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A CALL OF GOD 


When a minister receives a call from a congregation to 
the pastorate, it is proper and polite to speak of it as a call 
of God. At the same time but few honestly mean it. In 


theory it should be a call of God, but how seldom is it in 
practice! If the Church is that body of which Christ is the 
head, the call of a congregation or charge is the call of the 
Master, unless that congregation has ignored the voice of 
the Lord. It is then the challenge of an organization for 
a manager, and the Church as the body of Christ, as a 
divine institution, suffers and loses spiritual force. 

It appears that those in authority and the ministers are 
regarding the Church too much as a business organization, 
and fail to recognize the guidance of God in establishing 
pastoral relationships. The pious phrases are retained, but 
they are too often empty echoes of what should be. Minis- 
ters seeking a pastorate must apparently do so by cam- 
paigning, often actually directed by campaign managers; 
and the consistories of vacant charges will consider appli- 
cants somewhat in the manner of directors of a corporation 
in the selection of a manager. The spiritual nature and 
purpose of the Church are ignored; and God is given very 
little to do in extending a call. Or has God ceased to call? 

—W. H. E. 
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A PARABLE OF THE COST OF THE OVERHEAD 


I rode the Sunset Limited, and I entered the Dining Car 
and sate down, And the waiter put on a Clean Table Cloth, 
and Knives and Forks and Spoons, and a Glass wherein he 
placed a Lump of of Ice and poured in some Water, and 
gave me a Clean Napkin and a Bill of Fare. 

And I spake unto the Steward and I said, How much 
have I cost this Dining Car thus far? 

And he said, Thou hast cost us Seventy-three pence. 

And I said, Ten years ago it was Fifty-eight pence. 

And he said, Things have risen since then. The cost of 
building this Car, and providing it with Ranges and Dish- 
washers and Pots and Pans and Dishes, and the cost of 
taking it over the Road, and the Interest and the Deprecia- 
tion and the Wages of the Cooks and the Waiters and of 
Me, and the Spring Water and the Ice and the bowl, and 
the Electrik Light and the Linen and the Laundry and the 
rest cost this Railroad Seventy-three pence for each Passen- 
ger who doth enter this Car before we feed him any Food 
at all. 

And I inquired, saying, How much doth thou expect to 
get from me for this meal? 

And he said, Our meals bring us in an average of Ninety- 
four pence. , 

And I said, Then thou hast twenty-one pence left to 
for the Food and the Profit. bes a 

And he said, Profit is a word whose meaning is unknown 
in this business: say rather we have twenty-one pence to 
vay for the Food and the Waste. 

And I said, It must be an Interesting Problem how to- 
spread the Overhead of Seventy-three pence over a meal 
check of Twenty-one pence and to guess how it is so to be 
done as to effect the Painless Extraction of the Fixed 
Charge. 

And he said, To him who shall teach us how to turn that 
Trick shall be a Reward. 

And thereupon did I order My Meal, and if they got 
what I ate for the price that was left after the Seventy-three 
pence was deducted, they may be welcome to the Profit. And - 
I spent more than Ninety-four pence. 

Then did I consider how many things there be in life 
where the Overhead is large in proportion to the Net Cost; 


but when one cometh to understand he wondereth that the 
cost 1s not more. 


And I have heard men thank God that Salvation is Free. 


But in Heaven and in History it hath Cost Life and Sacri- 
fice, and it cometh unto us with an High Overhead. 
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Speaking to the students of Glasgow 
University, who had come to his Chureh 
service, Dr. George H. Morrison said, ‘‘Do 
not play the coward. Argue, discuss, fol- 
low the gleam bravely. But life is long 
and hard, and full of tears and sin, and 
you will crave for the old commonplace yet. 
Do not smile at that, as if it were out of 
date. Things timeless are never out of 
date. We have all had our manna-days, 
and we thank God fdr them, they were full 
of wonder and delight. But life is stern, 
and sin is very temible, and the manna 
has ceased, and we are back to corn—back 
to our fathers’ need of a Redeemer, back 
to the feet of an all-sufficient Christ.’? 

Because life is ‘‘long and hard, and full 
of tears and sin,’’ because ‘‘life is stern, 
and sin is very terrible,’’ is every reason 
why I want a sure place to stand and why 
I want to be assured of the mystery of 
the presence of God, Bryant stated it 
frankly when he wrote, 

The world 
Is full of guilt and misery,.... 
Enough of all its sorrows, crimes, and cares, 
To tire thee of it. 


I have read a great many books about God, 
and have had little difficulty coming to 
some definite conclusion as to what God is 
not. I am quite certain He is not a Santa 
Claus God, nor a war God, nor a demigod, 
nor a lot of other kinds we hear about. 
But I am not so sure that I know all that 
God is. Vocabularies are inadequate to 
deseribe Him. I am sure He is love, and if 
one can know all that love is, he will know 
all that God is. But love is an elusive 
term. Just as I think I know what it is, 
it manifests itself in strange dress—so 
strange that one hardly knows whether it 
is love or something else. 

I am told that there are many manifes- 
tations of God’s love. Who ean doubt it? 
But my heart and mind play tricks on me. 
What I sometimes assume to be the kind- 
ness of God may be the work of evil, for 
evil is often disguised in a cloak of beau- 
tiful goodness. And what may appear as 
lightning flashes burning and scorching my 
soul, and sending it down to the depths of 
bitter despair, may be God’s love seeking 
an entrance to the citadel of my life. How 
difficult it is to tell where evil begins and 
good begins! Sometimes I thought I saw 
God’s face on a day when no cloud dark- 
ened the sky, when the sun was shining, 
and when life seemed to be one round of 
pleasant surprises. I was caught up by 
the ecstacy of the moment, only to find a 
little later that God’s face wore a frown, 
and His pained expression told me of my 
folly. Sometimes when my soul was drink- 
ing at the fountain of bitterness, and I felt 
life to be one stupid failure, with not one 
deed of love performed, then it was that 
God looked upon me, and I heard His voice, 
‘¢Tt is I, be not afraid.’? I knew He was 
there, and I felt His Divine touch. 


And this is why, first of all, I believe in 
Him—He rebukes my folly, and encour- 
ages me in the dark places of life. It is 
not wrong for me to argue about God and 
to discuss Him. I want to have as ade- 
quate a conception of Him as it is possible 
for a human mind and heart to hold. I can 
de His work better if I know Him better. 
But to know what He is, is not so import- 
ant as to know that He is. For God is not 
an argument, but a living, soul-inspiring 
personality. 

I have an extremely difficult time re- 
fraining from wearing a fool’s cap, In 
this day when methods and ends, treasure 
and pleasure, seem to be the goal of life, 
I am very apt to turn my face in those 
directions, and when my journey ends in a 
mirage I know I stand rebuked. To live 
without this consciousness of God bringing 


My Everlasting Yea 


BY FREDERICK K, STAMM 


me back to commonsense would be hell. 
To feel, too, that I am encireled with 
black despair, with no hope of escape, left 
alone with my dark thoughts and with the 
treacherous forces within my own nature, 
would be worse than hell. So in my folly 
and in my despair I can pray: 


*fQ Thou great Friend to 
of men, 
Who once appear’dst in humblest guise 
below, 
Sin to rebuke, to break the captive’s 
chain, 
To call Thy brethren forth from want 
and woe!— 
Thee would I sing. 
light 

Which guides the nations groping on 
their way, 

Stumbling and 
night, 

Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 

Yes, Thou art still the life; Thou art 
the way 

The holiest know,—light, life, and way 
of heaven; 

And they who dearest hope and dearest 
pray 

Toil by the truth, life, way that Thou 
hast given; 

And in Thy name aspiring mortals trust 

To upl'ft their hleeding brothers rescued 
from the dust.’’ 


T believe in God, because without Him I 
am alone upon the great sea of life with 
no safeguard in the perilous passage of my 
moral and emotional life. When I was a 
boy, life was good. Belief in God was 
natural, and I could say, 


all the 


sons 


Thy truth is still the 


falling in disastrous 


““God’s laik at morning I would be! 
I’d set my heart within a tree 
Close to H's bed and sing to Him 

Right merrily 

A sunrise hymn. 
At night I’d be God’s troubadour! 
Beneath His starry walls I’d pour 
Across the moat such roundelays 

He’d love me sure— 

And maybe praise! ’’ 


YOU AND I 


You and I went walking 
Right through the heart of town; 
You and I were talking, 
With our eyes cast mostly down, 


But you saw things so different 

From the things that I did see; 

And what you heard were not the 
sounds 

That meant so much to me. 


For you remarked the hubbub 
Of the noisy, bustling street; 
While I—I heard the music 
Of childish voices sweet, 


And you saw men and women 
Who on business were intent, 
While I—I saw two lovers 

Who on happiness were bent. 


And oh, I saw and heard a host 
Of happy, pleasant things, 

While you discussed the handicaps 
That city living brings. 


Ah, true, our bodies, side by side, 

Went walking down that mart, 

And true, we talked of self-same 
things; 

But our souls were miles apart! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


It was the first musie of the soul. Sut 
those days passed, and the fi.st Eden was 
lost through tasting of the tree of knowl- 
edge. It was inevitable, It had to come. 
I became aware of the evils in the world 
around me, and the evils within my own 
life. And when such conseiousness dawns 
upon a person, he must adopt a way of 
looking at the world and at himself which 
will justify and demand the best and most 
fa'thful life. I need a foundation upon 
which I can build my life, and without one 
I must consent to be a victim of life and 
experience, urged this way and that by im- 
pulse, by caprices of my own nature, and 
by the foolishness of the world. I want a 
voice within me that arrests me, that calls 
a halt, that speaks with authority, that 
takes the confusion out of life, and puts 
me under the discipline of faith, so that 
the harmony of my life ‘‘may richer, fuller 
Joyey 

I want to deal with the things within 
and without me, on the highest possible 
level. When jarring and disco:dant notes 
fill my soul with terror, I want to fall back 
upon something solid, more inward, 
farther removed from the surface of 
things where I can find reconciliation and 
harmony. The heavens may fall, and the 
earth tremble, but my life is worthy and 
secure, if I know that God is. ‘‘ Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it. Except the Lord keep 
the city, the watchman watcheth in vain.’’ 
I believe that God does not create hopes 
that mock me, never lights a lamp only to 
blow it out and leave the dark blacker 
than ever. 

I like to think that the Hebrew writers 
who tell us their experiences with God, 
knew what they were talking about, To 
pick out a single instance, there is that one 
who said, ‘‘The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower; the righteous runneth into 
it, and is safe.’? He must have had first- 
hand evidence or he could not have written 
those words. And all the others down 
through the ages who have any right to 
speak at all, have the same story to tell. 
They stake their honor en it. It is as 
though they are saying to me, ‘‘I know 
and am persuaded that this is true. It is 
my experience. I am sure of it, for it 
happened to me.’? 


And here I come upon another reason 
for my belief in God. I know I do not 
have to stumble along alone, like a shabby 
prodigal slouching my way through life. I 
recall a sermon by Dr. Jowett on ‘‘The 
Single Collar.’’? He insisted that we be- 
come tired, galled. bitter, all because we 
wilfully wear a collar instead of the prof- 
fered yoke of Jesus. I am perfectly aware 
that no human being can face life for me. 
I must make my own decisions, face my 
own temptations, develop my own person- 
alitv. But if I had to do all this entirely 
alone, with no strong arm to help, no love 
that gripped and held me in its powerful 
clasp, I would despair and end my life in 
nothingness. Bunyan’s pilgrim was half 
dead with terror as he felt his way along 
the perilous edge in the ghastly valley. 
One slip and all would be over. Then he 
heard a voice not far from him, and his 
fear vanished. He was not alone; he felt 
the presence of a helping hand. Even the 
presence of a brother as weak as myself 
gives me some comfort. But if the other 
who is with me be no frail man like myself, 
but God, my fear melts into courage. 


Tt may be that Barth is right when he 
says we can’t know God, but I should be 
most miserable if I could not accept the 
Psalmist’s dietum, ‘‘If I make my bed in 
hell, behold Thou art there!’? In my 
wanderings and frequent lapses from the 
Father’s ideal, I think that he steals to 
the door, gazes up and down a long time, 
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watches and hopes, and when I east an un- 
certain face in His direction expecting to 
be met with merited just anger, I see His 
face lit with gladness, and He gathers me, 
rags and shame and all, close to His breast. 
And when all this happens, I turn a thank- 
ful heart to Jesus who makes it possible 
for me to get a look into the Father’s 
heart. 


I believe in God, too, not because He 
lifts me out of my struggles, relieves me 
of pain and anguish, but because He stands 
by while I fight through. Sometimes I am 
disappointed with life in general. I dream 
and hope, but my dreams do not come true, 
and my hopes end in fog and mist. I see 
dishonest men, an unjust social order, Chau- 
vinistie ideas of patriotism, social problems 
incident upon congested urban populations, 


industrial despotism, and youth with 
abundant opportunities frittering away 


their lives upon minor things rather than 
dedicating them to the major projects of 
life. With my disappointment at the in- 
ability or unwillingness of the world to 
snap out of its insanity, and in the midst 
of all this human tangle, it is so easy to 
become a eynic, Is there no God Who 
eares, and no God Who at one fell swoop 
ean pounce down upon this tangled web, 
and bring order out of chaos, and put His 
enemies to flight? 


I grow weary in the struggle, my nerves 
fray out, my faith slackens, and I want 
to give up. I see no open door. When I 
compare my capacity with the task, my 
hopes with the feeble achievement, and the 
promises of God with the meagre fulfill- 
ment, my soul is nigh to despair. But 
why? Wasn’t a sword offered to Jesus? 
Wasn’t might tendered as an alternative to 


S. S. Empress of Austrana, 
December 14, 1928. 


Funchal and Gibraltar 

The first lap of our voyage of 29,000 
miles was completed at Funchal. The 
‘“Hmpress’’ reaches the port four hours 
ahead of schedule time. After seven days 
on the sea, the passengers were eager to 
tread on mother earth. The brilliant lights 
on the streets and encircling hillsides were 
very alluring. Moreover, the gaiety and 
many attractions at the Casino, where a 
reception was given, awaited them. Also 
the gambling tables! ‘‘What luck?’’ was 
the inquiry I heard from many at the close 
of the evening. ‘‘I risked and lost five 
dollars,’’? was the answer made by many. 
Some plunged more deeply. ‘‘What fools 
these mortals be!’’ * * * * Sunday was a 
full day, every hour replete with interest. 
Funchal is unlike the English and French 
ports, where the vast majority of tourists 
make their first contact with a foreign 
country. At these harbors the people and 
customs are very similar to those of our 


own country. Consequently there is 
less. thrill than is generally expected. 
At: Funchal the contrast is very 
striking. What strange-looking people 
are . these Portugues Islanders! So 
swarthy! So odd are their costumes and 
their customs. Over the streets, paved 


with small cobble stones, you slide along in 
sleds drawn by bullocks. You need not 
fear the fierce-looking horns. These dumb 
oxen are as gentle as lambs. As you drive 
through the narrow streets, swarms of 
children follow you with the appealing 
ery, ‘‘Gimme a penny, give me a penny.’’ 
I do not like to call children, who greet 
you -with flowers, ‘‘beggars.’? * * * * 
Flowers! At few places on our Round the 
World Cru‘se will we see flowers in greater 
profusion and variety. On the Madeira 


right? Didn’t He come out of that strug- 
gle with the conviction that He would win 
the world by the force of His sympathetic 
love? Not in a day or a century, but in 
the ages to come. And now after nineteen 
hundred years there are rifts in the clouds, 
light on the horizon, and the bloom and 
dawning of the morning. 

Why, O my soul, dost thou wish to hurry? 
Wait, I say, wait thou upon the Lord! 
Jesus went His brave way through His 
difficult l:fe with a peace in His heart that 
the world could neither give nor take away. 
How did it happen? If I ask Him, I hear 
Him say, ‘‘I am not alone, but the Father 
is with me.’’ And when I am troubled and 
puzzled and uneasy, I know He wants me 
to know that God is my God as well as 
His. So I do not ask to be taken out of 
the world, but to bask in the sunshine of 
His love which is always the destroyer 
of cynicism and the harbinger of eternal 
life. 

I believe that God is holy. I forget it 
sometimes. In my personal life I excuse 
myself for the poor thing that I am on the 
ground of my human nature. My mind is 
so intent upon God’s love and merey and 
kindness, that I think He does not make a 
fuss about my faults and failures, that He 
does not press matters against me over- 
much, that somehow He will smuggle me 
through. I want to agree with Maeterlink 
and picture God sitting on a sunny moun- 
tain, looking down indulgently upon my 
sinfulness, But that can’t be. God hates 
sin. He can’t live in its presence, and He 
won’t do me the injury of allowing me to 
settle down in peace in it. God set out to 
make men holy, and when they turn from 
sin even the stars in their courses seem to 
fight in man’s behalf. 


Travel Notes 


BY DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


Islands there are 370 genera and more than 
700 species. There are geraniums which 
grow to a heighth of 20 feet. Fresias, 


heliotropes, roses, bourgainvilleas, drape 
trellises and baleonies, And what marvel- 
lous poinsettias! Brilliantly radiant! 


Some of them more than a foot in width. 
* * * * And here in Funchal there is an 
abundance of semi-tropical fruit. ‘What 
is this?’?’ I asked a native. A ‘‘dodo,’’ he 
replied. Our ship menu ecard calls it a 
‘custard apple.’’ It is the size of a large 
pear, with a rough, greenish rind. The 
meat is soft and white, the black seeds 
similar in form to those of a watermelon. 
It was my first taste of them. Very de- 
liciowsly sweet. But I should soon tire of 
them, * * * * The ascent, by a cogwheel 
railway, to Terreiro da Lucta, 3,285 feet 
above sea. level, affords an enchanting 
panorama of the city and harbor. The 
helter-skelter descent by a short-cut over 
oiled cobbles, in a wicker basket, bound to 
two frail runners, guided on either side by 
ropes in the hands of swift-footed men— 
well, that is thrill enough for one day. 
= * * * T shall not further describe: the 


THE OBJECT OF ‘‘WATCH’’ 


Have you ever noticed that the word 
‘“‘wateh’? in the New Testament has no ob- 
ject attached to it? We are never told 
what we are to watch. Watch your own 
heart? God forbid; you will only get into 
bondage and trouble. Watch the Devil? 
No; he will keep you occupied with that 
only, if you do, Watch those around you? 
No; they have their own troubles, and so 
have you, What, then, are we to watch? 
Watch the Lord Jesus Christ, ‘‘Looking 
unto Jesus.’’ Be oceupied with Christ; and 
as you pray, watch, looking unto Him.— 
W. H. Griffith Thomas. 


And what is true in my personal life is 
true in the world. See what God has thrown 
in to grind sin to pieces! He ean’t rest 
till the thing is° gone, till it is only a 
memory, a thing which used to be, but will 
never be again. If I can keep my heart 
fixed on God’s holiness, being quite sure 
that goodness is stronger than evil, that 
right is greater than might, that God will 
eventually conquer and tear evil from its 
throne, I can throw myself joyously into 
the most deadly perils, singing, laughing, 
cheering, knowing that I am on the win- 
ning side with God as the powerful Ally. 
IT read that there are 400 known thieves, 
bandits, cutthroats, in Philadelphia. There 
must be more than that number in New 
York or Chicago, perhaps a lesser number 
in my own city. Crime is rampant, un- 
scrupulous lawyers protect criminals, pub- 
lic opinion is not highly enough sensitized, 
and technicalities in law give criminals a 
chance. Add to this the crookedness in 
high places, the voice of the prophet 
silenced and his hands manacled by privi- 
lege, materialism throttling the deepest in- 
stinets of the soul, and one wonders some- 
times whether all the prayers and plans and 
hot endeavors have availed anything. And 
yet, there is the Cross! The one great tre- 
mendous proof of how God hates sin and 
the mastery of it, and how far God has 
gone and how far He is prepared to go to 
blot it out. What else is there for a soul 
to do than to enter the fray, not with lag- 
ging feet, but singing at,the remembrance 
of His holiness, and confident of the only 
possible issue, that good must win, evil 
must go down, and the sin of the world 
must bow before the flaming feet of a lov- 
ing and holy God. 


many interesting scenes in and around 
Funchal, but I must tell of-a long-time-ago 
romance that illumines the brightest page 
of Madeira’s history. 


Menina Perestrello 


The name is worthy of being writ large. 
Once upon a time this beautiful Funchal 
girl attended school in a city of Portugal. 
She attracted the attention of a young man 
who wooed and married her. They made 
their home in Funchal. The lady’s father 
had large exeperience as a mariner, and 
this young man obtained much nautical 
knowledge from the study of his father-in- 
law’s maps and sea charts. In him gradu- 
ally grew the conviction that there must 
be a continent in the far west. And so, in 
1492, Christopher Columbus discovered 
America, This is my story of romance and 
adventure. The chief object of interest 
for me in Funchal was in Rue Colombo, 
where a tablet marks the site where once 
dwelt the great discoverer. 


Gibraltar 


After Funchal I have little inclination 
to write of our second landing-place. In 
very general outline this is its history:— 
It was known to the ancients as one of 
the Pillars of Hercules. Captured by the 
Moors in 711 A. D. For 700 years the key 
to Moorish domination in Southern Spain. 
In 1704 captured by Great Britain, and has 
been retained in her possession to the pres- 
ent time, In the war which broke out in 
1779 between Great Britain and Spain it 
underwent the famous four-year siege, dur- 
ing which time the Rock was so valorously 
defended by its commander, Sir George 
Elliot. It continues to be regarded as the 
strongest fortress of Great Britain, if not 
of the world. * * * * I make the mention 
of Gibraltar so very brief just to irritate 
the large English contingent on our boat. 
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A Study of the Constitution 


NO. 5 


_As a general rule the persons who claim 
liberty in supporting the benevolent oper- 
ations of the Church are actuated by 
selfishness. But there is a law of liberty. 
A man has the liberty of following Christ, 
and of refusing to do so. But if he decides 
to follow, he must ‘‘deny himself and take 
up his eross.’? He must bring his liberty 
into subjection to a higher law. A person 
has perfect liberty in deciding whether or 
not he will unite with the Reformed 
Church; but if he does unite, he brings 
himself of his own free will under the Con- 
stitution and rules of the Church, And if 
his conscience does not impel him to obey 
the Constitution, then his conscience needs 
a thorough revision, A man has perfect 
freedom in entering the ministry of the 
Reformed Church; but if he enters and 
then does not freely and willingly co-oper- 
ate in the benevolent work of the Church, 
it is very evident that there is something 
lacking in his logical reason or in his con- 
science, and he ought to be ‘‘taken into 
dry-dock for repairs.’’ 


The officers and members of the Reform- 
ed Church are good, honest and conscien- 
tious people and want to do right in the 
Church and out of it. But many of them 
need to be taught and trained in the re- 
quirements of the Constitution. And this 
is the work of the pastors. The derelic- 
tions of consistories and the backwardness 
of congregations in the support of the 
Gospel and the benevolences of the Church 
are largely the result of the unfaithfulness 
and inefficiency of ministers. Any pastor 
who has a true sense of his calling and a 
proper conception of the Constitution of 
the Church, and has convictions and the 
courage of his convictions, can by teaching 
and training lead his consistory to obey the 
Constitution and his congregation to pay 


AS E, TRUXAL, IY 0, 


GREATER ACHIEVEMENT 


‘*Just over there’’—it seems near 
enough; 

But I know that it’s far away, 

And know too well that the road is 
rough; 

But I keep on going each day. 


‘*Just over there’’—and with hope I 
£0, 

The blue of the hills calls to me, 

I’ll hurry along the road I know— 

And the goal will be nearer, you see. 


“*Just over there’’—and my place is 
won; 

Way up at the top it’s so rare, 

But who can say that one’s work is 
done, 

When hills lie beyond—over there! 


—Hlizabeth W. Fry. 


the apportionments as well as support the 
home work. Elders and deacons and peo- 
ple will respond to the requirements of the 
Constitution when they are properly taught 
and trained. 

Consequently, ministers ought to study 
the Constitution and know its require- 
ments, and theological students ought to 
be taught the Constitution, not loosely, but 
definitely and positively, and pastors ought 
to teach and train the consistories in the 
practice of its requirements. This is im- 
portant, especially at the present time. 

The many vacancies throughout the 
Church are interfering with the work of 
the Lord just because consistories have not 
been taught their duties under the Con- 
stitution. The Classis ought to instruct 


and exhort them to meet regularly, to have 
the pulpit supplied at once, to carry on the 
work of the congregation, and have the 
people bring their offerings for the sup- 
port of the Gospel and for the apportion- 
ments until a pastor be secured. Many 
consistories do not realize the responsibil 
ity resting upon them in the time of a 
vacancy. They ‘‘lie down on the job.’’ 
The charge runs down, and the apportion- 
ments remain unpaid. If the consistory of 
a vacant charge needs help, it can have the 
aid of the Executive Committee or of the 
Classical Committee on the Supply of the 
Charge. 

A condition has arisen in which there is 
a demand upon the Classes to pay special 
attention to vacant charges, to instruct the 
consistories and urge them to realize their 
prerogative and fulfil their duty under the 
Constitution in the circumstances. 

A Constitution is without value unless it 
is obeyed, unless it is practiced. We are 
not only to be hearers of the Word, but 
doers also. But cannot ministers and 
Christian people worship the Lord and 
labor and contribute to the spread of the 
Gospel without being governed by a Con- 
stitution? No. Order is God’s law, in the 
heavens above and in the earth beneath, 
and in every form of being in all creation. 
Society could not exist without organiza- 
tion, neither could the Church; and an or- 
ganization requires a Constitution. These 
are primal and fundamental requirements. 
The Reformed Church, as every other 
Church, needs a Constitution; and in the 
order of its government it has a most ex- 
cellent Constitution. And it will be effi- 
cient and do the Master’s service as all 
the members, congregations and judicator- 
ies faithfully meet the requirements of its 
fundamental law. 


(To be continued) 


“A Project In World Friendship” 


BY JOHN B. FRANTZ 


(A story read at the Fall Meeting of the Lancaster Classis, Nov. 8, 1928, as part of a conference on religious education 


““We’ve a story to tell to the nations, 
That shall turn their hearts to the 
right, 
A story of truth and sweetness, 
A story of peace and light.’’ 


Many of you will recognize these four 
lines as a part of a familiar hymn, This 
hymn has made a deep impression upon 
the minds and hearts of the boys and girls 
who have some time or other during the 
past two years attended St. Peter’s Re- 
formed Chureh, Laneaster. Every time 
this hymn is announced one ean readily 
note their expectant attitude. Their eyes 
speak plainly enough. 

The reason for the unusual interest in 
this particular hymn on the part of these 
children becomes obvious when we are 
told that during the past two years these 
children have had a share in the Goodwill 
projects instituted by the World Friend- 
ship Committee as a part of the work of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. 

The first project of this committee on 
World Friendship among Children was with 
Japan. It consisted of sending 12,739 Doll 
Messengers of Friendship to primary and 
kindergarten schools in Japan. The chil- 
dren of St. Peter’s Church successfully 
carried out their share of the project last 
year. 


conducted by the Rev. Charles D. Spotts.) 


At the Community Vacation School held 
during July, 1928, these same children took 
a joyous part in another adventure in 
Goodwill. This second project included the 
filling and sending of a number of school 
bags to the children of Mexico, in co-oper- 
ation with the World Friendship Project. 
These school bags were sent to Mexico and 
distributed among the primary schools by 
the Mexican Department of Education. 
They are beautifully embossed, durable, 


. fabrikoid bags, in 3 colors, each containing 


6 or more articles selected by the boys and 
girls. Among the things sent in the bags 
were companions, puzzles, crayons, scrap- 
books, drinking cups, tooth paste and 
brush, balls and dolls and numerous other 
trinkets, 


In addition to the children’s gifts the 
contents of the bag ineluded a package of 
beautiful picture cards, showing the two 
great patriots of the United States, Wash- 
ington and Lincoln; Mexico’s two great 


‘patriots, Hidalgo and Juarez, our Liberty 


Bell and their Liberty Bell; our great 
waterfall and their great waterfall; our 
good-will flier, Lindbergh, and their good- 
will flier, Carranza. These gifts were 
wrapped and packed in the bags at the 
closing exercises of the school when an ex- 
cellent send-off program was rendered. 
The program of the Primary and Juntor 
Departments of the Vacation School cen- 


tered around this Mexican School Bag 
World Friendship Project with 4 aims in 
mind: 1. Through the sending of the 
school bags to give Mexican children evi- 
dence of the goodwill of the children of 
the United States and to stimulate the in- 
terest of the Mexican children in educa- 
tion. 2. To help our children gain an 
appreciative knowledge of the life of the 
Mexican people, in home, school and 
Church, and in the country in which they 
live. 3. To develop in our children friend- 
ship and goodwill for the children of Mex- 
ico as a basis for peace and understanding 
between the two countries. 4. Indirectly, 
through the activities of the Vacation 
School to help our children develop Chris- 
tian attitudes and habits, training in co- 
operation, helpfulness, fair play, trust- 
worthiness, prayer, ete. 


Those who worked at the School are con- 
fident these aims have been accomplished. 
The interest and enthusiasm on the part 
of the boys and girls was remarkable. It 
is felt that these boys and girls have 
gained an appreciative knowledge of the 
life of the Mexican people in home, in 
school, in Church and in the country at 
large. Also that a new spirit of goodwill 
and friendship has developed, One little 
fellow about 9 years of age when asked 
why he would like to come to Vacation 
School next summer replied, ‘‘Because I 
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want to learn more about my little Mexi- 
can friends.’’ 


This little fellow and the others who 
were enrolled at the school learned about 
their little Mexican friends by means of 
a program that was closely related to their 
interests. It was a pupil-centered pro- 
gram which included story telling, discus- 
sions, worship, dramatization, handwork 
and play. Time forbids a full discussion 
of this program. I merely wish to stress 
the remarkable interest shown in this 
World Friendship Project. 

In conclusion may we refer to the letter 
deseribing the official reception of these 
Friendship School Bags in Mexico City on 
September 15. This letter is from the Com- 
mittee on World Friendship Among Chil- 
dren. 

October 3, 1928. 
Dear Friends: 

The Friendship School Bags were offici- 
ally received in Mexico City on September 
15. 25,000 had arrived, one bag thus be- 
ing sent to every 50 children. This project 
is being continued till December 5. We 
hope that at least 10,000 more may be sent 
so that each class of 30 children may have 
one bag, Mexicans are enthusiastic, as 
were the Japanese, over these expressions 
of goodwill from the children and the 
young people of the United States. Mrs. 
Emrich, who has just returned from Mex- 
ico, reports the welcome in the great Sta- 
dium on September 15 as extraordinarily 
colorful and enthusiastic. 31,000 boys and 
girls took part. President Calles himself 
handed a girl’s Friendship bag to a Mexi- 
can girl, as he kissed her, and a boy’s bag 
to a Mexican boy. Mexican bands were 


Man never knows the plans of God for 
his life, opportuniti s for service and use- 
fulness. A writer 1s quoted as saying, 
‘the best eyes cannot see far down a 
straight road, even if it is a road we have 
been over before. But life is not a straight 
road, and it is not a road we have been 
over before. It’s more like a strange city, 
full of crooked streets, and if we are to 
reach the Father’s House safely at last, 
we shall need some one to guide us safe- 
] ie ) 
ate tourists scale the dangerous Al- 
pine heights, it surely is necessary to em- 
ploy the best guides for safety. Why not 
secure the best guide through a world that 
is so full of confusion, sin and darkness? 
But He, Who is our God for ever, will be 
our guide even,unto death, Ps. 48:14. 

A Frenchman visited a ribbon factory 
and had his curiosity aroused by a mar- 
velous piece of machinery. Countless 
wheels whirled, countless threads twirled. 
In reply to his question, he was informed 
that all these movements were connected 
with a center, a chest kept constantly 
locked. When his inquisitiveness led him 
to ask to see the chest, he was met with 
the reply, ‘‘the master has the key.’’ 

Our guide will never ask us to go where 
He has not Himself trodden the way. ‘‘ For 
we have not an High Priest Who can not 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties, but Who was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin.’’ The 
most appealing feature is that we may 
come unto such intimate relationship with 
this Guide that all doubt should vanish. A 
small girl of five summers was riding in a 
a railway train, apparently unattended. A 
passenger, leaning forward to speak to her, 
asked, ‘‘Why, my little girl, aren’t you 
afraid to ride all alone on this train?’’ Her 
eyes opening wide, she said, ‘‘There can’t 
anything hurt me on this train; my papa’s 
the conductor.’’ The choice of a guide— 
one to whom we submit all questions of our 
life, great and small—is the greatest choice 


VOICELESS 


If man should cease to speak, O 
Voice, 

And lose the art to hold you fast, 

Would you in liberty rejoice?— 

In deep, lone silence hold repast? 


Would you in haste to temples hie 
And chant a solemn litany? 

Or in the crescent moon-bed lie, 
Enraptured by his agony? 


If sometimes on his thoughful way 

He felt that: truth within should 
speak, 

Would you return and help him say 

How victories have crowned the 


meek? 

Perhaps man has betrayed you, 
Voice, 

And shamed the God who gave you 
birth, 


Perhaps it were the better choice 
To fill him first with silent mirth, 


Until his silence would be song, 
His agony a martyr’s pain; 

And vibrant throat in love prolong 
The still, small Voice of God again. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


‘*Star Spangled Banner,’’ 
American flags were waving, while the 
packed crowds stood and cheered and 
cheered. An old American resident de- 


playing the 


The Soul’s Guide 


ABNER E, J, REESER 


one is ever called to make. Neglecting to 
make this choice for one’s welfare now 
and hereafter, means yielding passively to 
the one who will lead his followers down 
to the depths of despair. 

This transaction should be definite and 
immediate. Moody once said, ‘‘The sweet- 
est lesson I have learned in life is to let 
God choose for me.’’? God has, from time 
to time, sent many messages to this earth, 
but they were received by comparatively 
few, The most recent marvel in the scien- 
tific world is the radio. When a message 
is broadcast, thousands of instruments may 
receive it at the same time, but each must 
be attuned to the sending instrument. Thus 
the soul needs to be kept ‘‘in tune with 
the Infinite.’’ Some time ago, during a 
little intermission, a government employee 
decided that he would try a little experi- 
ment by broadcasting the Twenty-third 
Psalm. He doubted whether any ship would 
receive it. When he was through, no less 
thai 16 ships returned their ‘‘Amen.’’ 

The response to the Guide’s voice will 
sooner or later, mean comparative deafness 
to all other voices. An observer, standing 
at the wharf, watching the ships coming in, 
saw a lad who, with eye and ear fixed upon 
the captain, shouted the captain’s instruc- 
tions to the grimy engineers below. He 
continues, ‘‘Often have I longed that my 
will should repeat as accurately and as 
promptly the words and will of God, that 
all my lower nature might obey. Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all 


thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall” 


d'reet thy path.’’?’ The upward look dis- 
pels fear. Two boys were permitted by the 
engineer to ride across Niagara in a cage 
suspended on a wire which was used in con- 
structing a bridge, Searcely had they 
started when they realized the danger of 
their undertaking, and wished they were 
back on land. The roar of the falls was 
deafening. . The falling waters caused a 
dizziness. When they reached the other 


clared he had never before seen such popu- 
lar goodwill expressed toward the United 
States. Mrs. Emrich also reports that a 
course on international friendship has al- 
ready been made a regular part of the cur- 
riculum of the primary schools of the coun- 
try, due entirely, as Dr. Saenz stated, to 
this friendship project from the United 
States. One Mexican teacher told Mrs. 
Emrich that they ‘‘are now studying about 
the United States, its history, its accom- 
plishments, its people, and all in a friendly 
way. This,’’ she added, ‘‘is a new thing 
and strange, but we are happy in doing 
it.?? Another teacher said, ‘*We have 
heard a great deal about our enemies in 
the United States, but we had not heard 
about the friends we have there.’? Since 
our Committee does not plan for a friend- 
ship project until the fall of 1929 and 
since it is important to make this Mexican 
project the greatest success possible, we 
have extended the time for sending Friend- 
ship Bags until December 5, Please pass 
this word on, especially to those who have 
not thus far had a part in the project. Ap- 
preciating what you have already done and 
hoping for your continued co-operation, I 
am, Faithfully yours, Sidney L. Gulick, 
Secretary. 


Yes, we do have a story to tell to the na- 
tions, 
That shall turn their hearts to the right, 
A story of truth and sweetness, 
A story of peace and light. 

For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 
And the dawning to noon-day bright, 
lor Christ’s great Kingdom shall come on 

earth, 
The Kingdom of love and light. 


side it was found that one had become un- 
conscious and was lying on the bottom of 
the cage. One of them remembered that 
his fears decreased when he kept his eyes 
upward toward the sky. He urged his mate 
to follow his example. This was observed, 
and they were soon back to their starting 
place, unharmed. In the journey through 
the dangers of this earthly life, the upward 
look adds not only to our happiness, but to 
our safety as well. ‘‘The steps of a good 
man are ordered of the Lord; and he de- 
lighteth in His ways.” Ps. 37:23. ‘The 
meek will He guide in judgment; and the 
meek will He teach His way.’’ Ps. 25:9. 


How does He guide? One of the inter- 
esting lines of Bible study reveals the vari- 
ous ways and means used of God for the 
leading of His people in all ages and lands. 
At the birth of our Saviour, when the Wise 
Men came from the East to worship Him, 
they were led by a star. The Psalmist said, 
‘“‘Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, 
and afterward receive me to glory.’? ‘* And 
when the good shepherd putteth forth his 
own sheep, he goeth before them, and the 
sheep follow; for they know his voice.’? 


Where does He lead? ‘‘I am the Light 
of the world; he that followeth Me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.’? Jno. 8:12. When the 
Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide us 
into all truth.’? He will lead us into new 
and larger fields of effort. He will lead 
His own into green pastures and beside the 
still waters. And finally, after we have 
tasted a mingling of joy and sorrow, sweet 
and bitter, in life, we shall, if we have 
been faithful, be presented, before the 
presence of His glory, with exceeding joy. 
Jude 24. ‘‘They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more; neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
jee fountains of waters.’’ Rev. 7:16, 

hs 
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A Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


New Primate’s Great Task 


In becoming Archbishop of Canterbury 
Dr. Cosmo Gordon Lang is confronted with 
some tremendously difficult tasks. Dr. R. 
J. Campbell declares that the burden he is 
assuming was never so heavy nor so diffi- 
cult in all the history of the Chureh of 
England as at the present time, the Re- 
formation period not exeepted. ‘There is 
the problem of reunion: ‘‘Who ean deny 
that this has been rendered more compli- 
cated by the unfortunate Prayer Book con- 
troversy?’?’? Dr. Lang took a leading part 
in commending the Lambeth proposals both 
to Presbyterians in Scotland and to Free 
Churehmen in England; and Dr. Campbell 
thinks it is unlikely he will change his at- 
titude. because of the feeling of resent- 
ment aroused by Free Chureh action re- 
garding ‘the Prayer Book measure. Some in- 
dication of his mind has already been 
given in the resolution of the Bishops to 
sanction what Parliament rejected in re 
lation to public worship. ‘‘If it be true, 
as reported,’? Dr. Campbell remarks, ‘‘ that 
it was Dr. Lang himself who gave the 
strongest lead in this direction, he must 
have weighed the consequences well and is 
prepared to accept them. The Bishops are 
often accused of timidity and of seeking 
safety in compromise; but this, the first 
action of the new Primate—for he is said 
to have presided on the oecasion—sug- 
gests the opposite of timidity or of readi- 
ness to coneede anything to expediency. 
It is a bold claim to spiritual autonomy for 
the Church. Free Churchmen eannot but 
sympathize with it, though they will 
doubtless blame the Bishops for not going 


all the way and demanding Disestablish- 
ment.’?? Dr, Campbell points out that the 
resolution of the Bishops has been mis- 
understood. ‘‘They have not defied Parlia- 
ment; they have taken the democratic 
course of consulting their diocesan con- 
ferences before doing anything.’’? It is 
possible that the question of Disestablish- 
ment may soon become acute, ‘‘ But there is 
a better thing than Disestablishment, which 
Dr, Lang, in virtue of his early (Seottish 
Presbyterian) training is specially fitted to 
realize, and that is spiritual freedom com- 
bined with a national recognition of re- 
ligion. That is what exists north of the 
Tweed. If he could obtain it in England 
the Free Churches would accept it without 
sacrificing principle, and the result would 
be the creation of a truly national Chureh, 
which would inelude almost all existing 
Christian denominations.’?? Dr. Campbell 
concludes: ‘‘All men of goodwill will join 
in the prayer that the hands of our new 
Primate may be strengthened in removing 
every obstacle to that revival of living 
faith is the world’s Redeemer which alone 
can guide civilization into the ways of 
prosperity and peace.” 


Christian Missions to Jews 


Shocked, to discover that in an address 
at an Anglican Conference at York, pre- 
sided over by the Archbishop of York, 
dealing with missions in general, the 
Bishop of Ripon spoke with approval of 
Christian Missions to the Jews, Rabbi Dr. 
I. TI, Mattuck devoted a sermon, in the 
Liberal Jewish Synagogue, to an exposi- 
tion of the Jewish view of Christian Mis- 
sions to the Jews. He contended that there 


can be no more reason for Christians send- 
ing missionaries to Jews than for Jews to 
send missionaries to Christians; there be- 
ing 15 million Jews in Europe and America 
among 700 million Christians, the Jew who 
needs Christianity for his spiritual salva- 
tion would find it without missionaries. Dr. 
Mattuck maintains that on philosophic 
grounds missions from one theistic religion 
to another are unjustifiable to the liberal 
in religious thought, and that for a Chris- 
tian to go 'to a Jew to seek to convert him 
is to insult him, although the intention is 
friendly—‘‘ Missionaries to the Jews like 
the Jews; in a kind of spiritually cannibal 
way, they would like to swallow them up; 
that is why ‘they want to see them 
‘saved.’ ’?’? Commenting upon the Bishop’s 
statement that 100,000 Jews have been 
baptized in the past ten years, Dr. Mat- 
tuck remarks that the War has made the 
lot of the Jews in Hungary, Austria and 
Germany much worse than it was before: 
“‘Many thought they could escape the 
prison and atone the offence by one little 
deed, baptism; and ‘their offering was ac- 
cepted as a sincere conversion.’’?’ He does 
not deny that genuine conversions from 
Judaism to Christianity takes place, but 
says he has known some ex-Christians who 
have become Jewish ministers. The Rabbi 
closed his sermon by urging that, with 
mutual respect and sympathy, Jew and 
Christian can work together, without 
changing their religion, against the forces 
of materialism which threatens to destroy 
all religion, and for the establishment of 
a world dominated by the ideals both hold 
dear in the name of God. 
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‘“Christ for the Business Man’? was the 
subject of an address delivered on Sunday 
morning, Dee. 30, to the Adult Bible Class 
of the Summit Hill Church, Pa., by C. A. 
Apple, of East Mauch Chunk, Pa. 


The Woodstock, Va., papers contain very 
gratifying references to the work of the 
Rey. Robert Lee Bair during his pastorate 
of 4% years in St. Paul’s Church, Wood- 
stock. 


Drs. Allen R. Bartholomew and Paul 8. 
Leinbach participated in the annual meeting 
of the National Board of Trustees of Near 
East Relief in New York City on Jan, 4. 
About $2,000,000 must be raised by June 30 
next. 


Emanuel Congregation, Freysville, Pa., 
rendered a fine Christmas program on 
Christmas evening. The Church auditorium 
and Sunday School room were filled to cap- 
acity. The offering of $25 was given to the 
‘Hoffman’s Orphans’ Home. 


Rev. Harris E, Kirk, D. D., pastor of the 
Franklin St. Presbyterian Church, Balti- 
more, Md., who will address the Men’s So- 
cial Union of the Reformed Church, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ,Tuesday evening, January 15, 
has selected as his subject, ‘‘A Generation 
Making Up Its Mind.’’ 


At a congregational meeting held at 
Grace Church, Duquesne, Pa., on Dec. 2, 
Rev, Alfred J. Herman, of Greenville, Pa., 
was unanimously elected pastor. He has 
resigned as pastor of the Pymatuning 
Charge, St. Paul’s Classis, to accept the 


call and began work at Duquesne the first 
week in January. 


The ministers and elders of Allegheny 
Classis have received notice that the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Classis is arranging 
for the installation of Rev. Howard F. 
Loch, of Salina, Pa., as pastor of our 
Church at Pitcairn, Pa., and Rev. iA. J. 
Herman, of the Pymatuning Charge, 
Greenville, Pa., as pastor of the Church at 
Duquesne, Pa. 


On Friday evening, Jan. 4, an installa- 
tion committee of East Pennsylvania 
Classis, consisting of Revs. Dr. Z. A. Year- 
ick, H. I. Crow. W. H. Bollman and R. F. 
Reed and Elder W. O Snyder, formally in- 
stalled Rev. Walter D. Mehrling as pastor 
of St. John’s Church, West Broad Street at 
16th Ave. The sermon was preached by 
Dr. Yearick from Ezekiel 3:4. 


President J. M. G. Darms, of the Mission 
House, rejoiced that it was possible, be- 
cause of the improvement in the condition 
of Mrs. Darms, to bring her to her old home 
in Titusville, Pa., for Christmas. She is to 
spend some months there convalescing. We 
join in the prayer that she may soon be re- 
stored to health and strength, and share 
with her husband in his important minis- 
try. 

Christmas services were held by the 
Church School of First Chureh, Lexington, 
N. C., Rev. Dr. J. C. Leonard, pastor, on 
Dee. 21. Offering for Nazareth Orphans’ 
Home, $70. On Sunday morning, Dec. 23, 


the special Christmas sermon on ‘‘The Sig- 
nificance of Christmas,’? was preached by 
the pastor. The choir rendered appropriate 
music. 10 new members were received into 
the fellowship of the Church; 2 children 
were baptized and 5 other baptized ehil- 
dren were received by certificate along with 
their parents. 


The Christmas Festival was held by the 
8S. S. in Trinity Church, Freemansburg, 
Pa., Rev. Dr. S. L. Messinger, pastor, on 
the evening of Dec. 23. The pageant, 
“Pilgrims of the Night,’’? was rendered in 
a most excellent and effective manner. 
Offering, $33 for Bethany Orphans’ Home. 
The pastor received $75 as a Christmas 
gift. Supt. Luther L, Mann and Miss Mil- 
dred I. Mitman were the recipients of gifts 
of money from the 8. S. Association. 2 
new members have just been added to the 
Church membership roll. 


Grace Church, Frederick, Md., Rev. Chal- 


.mers W. Walck, pastor, reports the Christ- 


mas activities as follows: On Dee. 23, the 
8S. S. presented the pageant, ‘‘The Path- 
way of the Star,’’ in the evening service. 
The White Gifts service was held Christ- 
mas evening. Offering for Hoffman Or- 
phanage, $743.14. On Dec. 30 the regular 
monthly musical service was held in the 
evening, under the direction of Miss Gladys 
FE. Walek, organist. Christmas selections 
were rendered on the organ and by the 
senior and junior choirs. 


On Wednesday, Dee. 12, the Rev. Albert 
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Attend services this Sunday 
and catch the spirit of an ex- 
panding interest in the work of 
Christian education. 


8. Asendorft, pastor of Faith Church, State 
College, Pa., and Miss Ruth Cavanaugh, of 
Baltimore, Md., were married at 4 P. M. 
in St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore. Pastor 
Lloyd E. Coblentz, D. D. officiated. The 
parents of the groom and a number of rela- 
tives and friends of the bride and groom 
were present. The happy couple left after 
the ceremony for New York. Best wishes 
of their many friends attend them in their 
new home and in their important work. 

The beautiful cantata, ‘‘ Yuletide Joys,’’ 
was given in Emmanuel (Baust) Church, 
Westminster, Md., Rev. S. R. Kresge, pas- 
tor, in the evening of Dec. 23. A large 
audience was present and appreciated the 
program. Offering for the orphans, $30. 
The pastor and his wife were kindly re- 
membered with a gift of money and many 
other evidences of love and esteem. The 
Father and Son banquet was enjoyed by 
60. Rev. Felix Peck, of Silver Run, Md., 
gave the main address. Mr, Len D. Maus, 
Supt. of the S. S., and Elder Ralph Marker, 
of the consistory, also made addresses. 

The pre-Christmas service in Grace 
Church York, Pa., Rev. Irwin A. Rauben- 
hold, pastor, on Sunday evening, Dee. 23, 
was an all-college program of readings, 
stories, talks and musical numbers ap- 
propriate for the season, put on by young 
people from Grace Church who were home 
for their Christmas vacation. Christmas 
was further celebrated with a Dawn serv- 
ice on Christmas Day and the S. 8. pro- 
gram Christmas evening at 6 o’clock. The 
pastor was presented with many gifts of 
goodwill by his people. 

The Christmas service at St. Paul’s 
Church, Wilhelm Charge, Pa., Rev. K. H. 
Beck, pastor, was held on the evening of 
Dec. 23. A musical program of selections 
from ‘‘Joyous Tidings,’’ by Judefind, and 
Lorenz’ Christmas number of ‘‘The Volun- 
teer Choir,’’ was interspersed with songs 
and pantomimes by the 8. S. children. 
Effective decorations helped to uphold the 
tradition that demands a beautiful Christ- 
mas service. At St. John’s, Grantsville, 
the choir participated in a Union Christ- 
mas Service, held Christmas night, in the 
Lutheran Church. 


The Reformed Church of the Incarna- 
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tion, Newport, Pa.. Rev. U. Oliver H. 
Kerschner, pastor, reports the following 
deaths during 1928: J, Elmer Smith, died 
Jan. 6, aged 63; Miss Annie Myers, May 
6, aged 74; Miss Malissa Kroah, May 20, 
aged 70; Mrs. Matilda Miller, May 27, 
aged 78; Miss Mary 0. Pennell, June 22, 
aged 74; George Hain, Aug. 6, aged 61; 
(Mrs. Elizabeth Ritter, Sept. 3, aged 79; 
Mrs. Jesse Butz, Sept. 12, aged 67; John 
C. Saucerman, Nov. 9, aged 75; Mrs. Chas. 
Jacobs, Nov. 24, aged 61; and Mrs. Ida 
Stephens, Dec. 9, aged 68. 


On Sunday, Dec. 23, Rev. Daniel W. 
Bicksler, Littlestown, Pa., was installed as 
pastor of St. James’ Charge, Adams Co., 
Pa. The installation service was held in 
St. Mark’s Church, near Gettysburg, with 
a large audience representing the 3 congre- 
gations present. Rev. M. B. Roth, D. D., 
delivered the sermon and Rev. H. H. Hart- 
man conducted the installation. Elder John 
M. Stavely, the third member of the com- 
mittee, was also present. Rev. Mr. Bicks- 
ler begins his work in the new field with 
the good will and support of the entire 
charge which is indicative of a successful 
pastorate. 


The Every Member Canvass was made in 
Bethany Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. H. 
I. Crow, pastor, Dec. 9, with encouraging 
results. The Christmas services were in- 
teresting and inspiring. The Dawn Service 
at 6 A. M. Christmas continues to be one 
of the services that meets with general 
favor. A mother, Mrs. Henry Frey, with 
her 7 children had a perfect record of at- 
tendanee at Sunday School for the year 
1928, A New Year’s Candle Service was 
held Sunday evening, Dec. 31. The annual 
congregational meeting was held New 
Year’s evening. Holy Communion will be 
celebrated Jan. 13. 


On Christmas morning at 6 o’clock a 
fruitful and inspiring service was held at 
St. John’s Church, Red Lion, Pa., Rev. 
Oliver K. Maurer, pastor, A novel feature 
of this service was the reception of new 
members; 16 by confirmation, 2 by re- 
profession. The pastor gave a reading en- 
titled, ‘‘The (Birthday of Hope.’’ The S. 
S. and Choir rendered a rich and fitting 
Christmas program on Sunday, Dee. 23. 
In ‘the morning the Primary Department 
rendered a miscellaneous program. In 
the evening the Intermediate Department 
gave a playlet and a pantomime and the 
Chureh choir rendered a Christmas cant- 
ata entitled, ‘‘The Song and the Star.’’ 


Zion Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Al- 
fred Grether, pastor, held 5 Christmas ser- 
vices. The first at 9.45 A. M. Dec. 23 was 
a fine program presented by the Primary 
Dept.; following at 11 o’clock the pastor 
preached a Christmas sermon; in the eve- 
ning the choir rendered the cantata, ‘‘The 
Newborn King,’’ by Gabriel. They were 
highly complimented. A beautiful and well 
attended service was held at 6 A. M. 
Christmas. The pageant, ‘‘The Journey of 
the Magi,’’ was given Dec. 80 at 7.30 P. 
M. It was a beautiful presentation that 
pointed all to the Christ as the true and 
only Saviour. A Wateh-Night Service was 
held, and the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered on Jan. 6. 


In Christ Church, Littlestown, Pa., Rev. 
H. H. Hartman, pastor, the Christmas mes- 
sage was rendered Sunday morning, Dec. 
23, to a large audience. The Sunday School, 
assisted by a large orchestra, rendered a 
splendid Christmas service entitled ‘‘Joy 
Bells’? on Christmas night. The night was 
ideal, the country roads in good condition, 
and the audience more than the Church 
could hold, many being turned away. Only 
the Primary Department received a Christ- 
mas treat, the Adult School having decided 
to give the cost of the annual treat to the 
Hoffman Orphanage, thus making a total 
of $215 for the orphans. The pastor and 
family were generously remembered with 
a well filled purse. The first Sunday of the 
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new year was celebrated by the observance 
of the Holy Communion. 

The Trumbauersville Charge observed 
Christmas by rendering suitable programs 
in the 3 Churches, including a 6 A. M. 
service at Christ Church. Offerings for 
Bethany Home. The pastor and his wife 
were graciously remembered with many 
gifts, the principal one being a radio, a 
walnut-veneered cedar chest and an 18- 
pound turkey. Rev. Ernest Moyer, form- 
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erly a pastor in Ohio Synod, but now work- 
ing in the mountain sections of Kentucky, 
under the auspices of the Presbyterian 
Church, occupied the pulpit on Dee, 30. He 
gave a vivid description of his work, the 
nature of which is preaching and week- 
day religious education, teaching 5 hours 
each week in the local schools. Mrs. Moyer 
also spoke, confining her talk to the work 
of secular education among the people. 


The past two months have been very 
busy ones in St. Paul’s Church, Selins- 
grove, Pa., Rev. Earl G. Kline, pastor. On 
Nov. 25 the W. M. 8S, and G. M. G. held 
their Thank-Offering service; the pageant, 
““Keeping the Faith,’’ was rendered. 
Offering, $68. On Dee. 2 the Every Mem- 
ber Canvass was made. The Christmas 
season was joyous and happy. The S. S. 
program was rendered in the evening, Dec. 
23. Offering for Bethany Home, $65, A 
Dawn Service was held Christmas morning, 
The pastor and his wife were remembered 
by the congregation with a liberal purse. 
The pastor also received, from a member 
of the congregation, the gift of 3 outstand- 
ing religious books. The congregation is 
closing its year with all bills paid and a 
substantial balance in the current fund. 


In Christ Church, Baltimore, Md., Rev. 
J. L. Barnhart, D. D., pastor, a beautiful 
and impressive White Gift service was held 
the Sunday evening before Christmas when 
offerings were received for Hoffman Or- 
phanage, The Chancel Guild gave small 
Christmas baskets to the shut-ins. An en- 
joyable and edifying service was held at 6 
o’elock Christmas morning when familiar 
hymns were sung by the congregation, an 
interesting story read by the pastor and 
special music was rendered by the choir. 
The Church was nicely decorated. The 
pastor was generously remembered in a sub- 
stantial way. On the afternoon of Dec. 
28 the younger children of the Sunday 
School had a Christmas party, which they 
greatly enjoyed. The pastor and wife 
were ‘‘at home’’ to their members and 
friends New Year’s afternoon and even- 
ing. 

Calvary Church, Turtle Creek, Pa., Rev. 
John A. Yount, pastor, conducted a suc- 
cessful Every Member Canvass on Dec. 9. 
50 canvassers, in charge of Mr. Harold 
Jenks, participated, and were entertained 
by a dinner on Dec. 7, The budget is 
$8,000. 50 copies of the Almanac and 
Year Book have been sold by the Alpha 
Kappas, a young people’s organization of 
the Church. The Christmas program rend- 
ered by the Church School on Dec. 23 was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the large congrega- 
tion present, 35 young people sang Christ- 
mas carols throughout the town on Christ- 
mas Eve, and were entertained after the 
singing at the homes of Elsie Wangaman 
and Gladys Hensell. A confirmation class 
was organized on Jan. 4, An Old-Fashioned 
Song Service was held on the evening of 
Dee. 30. 

The Yuletide season was fittingly ob- 
served by First Church, Royersford, Pa., 
Rev. A. O. Bartholomew, pastor. All the 
departments of the Bible School had special 
services which were enjoyed by large audi- 
ences. On Sunday evening, Dec. 23, the 
choir rendered the cantata, ‘‘The Manger 
King,’’ with splendid effect. The Primary 
Dept, had their program in the afternoon. 
On Christmas Eve the Main School and 
Junior and Intermediate Depts. rendered 
the service, ‘‘Tidings of Peace,’’ inter- 
spersed with recitations and dialogues. 
Nothwithstanding the gerat number of chil- 
dren sick and unable to take the parts as- 
signed, the last minute changes which had 
to be made proved very interesting. A 
liberal offering was received for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home. 

Capacity audiences were present in St. 
John’s Church, Sadler, Bethlehem Church, 
Stiltz, and Bethany Church, New Freedom, 
Rev. Charles M. Mitzell, pastor, on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 23, for the Christmas services 
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by the Sunday Schools. The cantata which 
was to have been given in St. Paul’s 
Church, Shrewsbury, on Dee. 26, had to be 
postponed on account of the ‘‘flu’’ epi- 
demic. The minister and his family were 
kindly remembered with numerous and 
Substantial gifts. ‘Reformed Church 
Messenger’’ Day was observed in all the 
Churches on Dee. 9 and 16, A Christmas 
Carol Service was held in St. Paul’s on 
Sunday evening, Dee. 30, by the ‘‘Help- 
ing Hand’’ and ‘*Good Samaritan’’ Bible 
Classes. The Every Member Canvass was 
made on Dee. 23 and 30. Thus ends an- 
other joyous Yuletide for the members of 
the Shrewsbury Charge. 

The first musical service of the fall and 
winter season of Christ Church, Bethlehem, 
Pa., Rev. William H. Bollman, pastor, was 
given on Dec. 16, in the evening. The Ad- 
vent oratorio, ‘‘The Last Judgment,’’ by 
Ludwig Spohr, was sung by the chorus 
choir of 55 voices under the direction of 
David Griffith Samuels, organist and choir 
director. Particularly impressive was the 
rendition of the dramatie chorus, ‘‘De- 
stroyed is Babylon the Mighty,’’ and the 
tremendous ‘‘Great and Wonderful Are 
All Thy Works.’’ On Christmas night, 
‘“Why the Chimes Rang,’’ by Elizabeth 
Apthorp McFadden, was the chief feature 
of the main department of the 8. 8S. The 
following evening a program of songs and 
recitations was given by the Beginners’ 
and Primary Departments, while the Jun- 
ior Dept. gave a presentation of Dicken’s 
‘*Christmas Carol.’’? As a fitting close of 
the Advent season, Mrs. W. H. Bollman 
read ‘‘The Other Wise Man,’’ by Van 
Dyke, at the evening service on Dec. 30. 

A happy and prosperous pastorate of a 
little more than a year in St, Peter’s 
Church, Easton, Pa., was fittingly observed 
by the pastor, Rev. A. 8. Leiby, and people. 
During the year the congregation for the 
first time in many years was able to pay 
all its bills when due. The attendance at 
services has greatly increased. The annual 
Thank-Offering of the W. M. S. was 50% 
larger than before. Over $2,500 has been 
added to the building fund. Ground will 
probably be broken for the new Church 
School building in the spring. The annual 
Christmas program was pronounced a suc- 
cess by the large and appreciative audi- 
ence, After the pastor’s address he was 
called upon by Mrs. J. A. Lumm, who, in 
behalf of the Ladies’ Aid and the congre- 
gation, presented him with a Christmas 
tree beautifully and profusely decorated 
with greenbacks. Mrs. Leiby was also 
generously remembered by the Junior 
Dept., of which she is superintendent. 

St. John’s Church, Bedford, Pa., Rev. J. 
Albert Eyler, pastor, enjoyed a_ blessed 
Christmas season. Although the pastor 
went down with the ‘‘flu’’? about a week 
before Christmas and had to be absent 
from his pulpit on the Sunday before 
Christmas, all of the services were well 
taken care of by his people.. The pastor 
had prepared a pageant entitled, ‘‘The 
Gifts of Christmas,’’? which was given on 
Sunday night, Dee, 23rd, by the children 
and the young people of the Sunday School 
to a crowd that filled the Church, and 
which pronounced it the very best ever 
given in St. John’s Church. The children 
of the Sunday School were given the usual 
treat of candy; the pastor and family were 
remembered by many of the people—by 
no means the least remembrance being in 
the form of a ‘‘Red Letter’’ Testament 
bound in Olive wood from Jerusalem. The 
service at 6 A. M. Christmas Day was en- 
joyed by a large congregation. The offer- 
ing for the orphans was again more than 
$300, which is probably a record in Juniata 
Classis. 


The Birthday of Christ was fittingly 
observed in St. John’s Church, St. John’s, 
Pa., Rev. T. C. Hesson, pastor. In the 
evening, Dee. 16, the Young People’s 
League of Conyngham was present and 
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rendered a pleasing program of Christmas 
carols of all nations to a large congrega- 
tion. The pastor preached his Christmas 
sermon Dec. 23 and the 8S. S. held their 
Christmas service Christmas Eve. <A ean- 
tata was presented, directed by Walter P. 
Benninger, the superintendent, and Miss 
Kaom Lewis presided at the organ. Offer- 
ing for the orphans. The young people of 
the C. E. Society brought the joyous season 
to a close Dee. 30 with a candle light ser- 
vice in the evening. The Luther League 
of St, John’s Lutheran Church was present. 
Herbert Wenner, Jr., led the meeting and 
members of both societies took part in the 
program, which was pronounced one of the 
finest in recent years. During the season 
Rev. and Mrs. Hesson were kindly remem- 
bered with a generous sum of money as 
well as by other gifts. 

In Emanuel Church, Minersville, Pa.. 
Rev. O. R. Frantz, pastor, some of the spe- 
cial fall and winter activities were: a 
Rainy Day Social on Oct. 8, by Miss 
Myrtle Trezise’s Class, which realized $90; 
a Wash Day Social by the Ladies’ Aid 
netted $65; Hallowe’en Sale by the Ladies’ 
Friendship Circle realized $105; Rally Day 
offering $370; Home Mission Day was ob- 
served in November; Ministerial Relief 
Day on November 26th; Near East Relief 
Day on Dec. 9, cash and pledges. $25. 
Christmas was ushered in by a Candle 
Light service on Christmas Eve conducted 
by the young people. On Christmas night 
a cantata, ‘‘The Echo of a Song,’’ was 
beautifully and artistically rendered, and. 
by request, was repeated several days later. 
Many gifts and greetings were received 
by the pastor and family, among them be- 
ing a good-sized purse. The orphans were 
remembered to the amount of $28, of which 
amount $10 was donated by the Ladies’ 
Aid. A unique and interesting Watch 
Night service was conducted on New 
Year’s Eve. The Men’s Bible Class have 
undertaken to run an oyster supper during 
the month of January. 

In the Stone Creek Charge, New Phila- 
delphia, O., Rev. H. N. Smith, pastor, 
Christmas services were held as follows: 
Jerusalem on Dec. 23 presented the ser- 
vice, ‘‘Glory in the Highest,’’ to a capac- 
ity house. Offering for the orphans, $17.50. 
Zion on Dec. 24 presented the pageant, 
“The Great Messiah.’’ The offering for 
the orphans, $20. At both places the deco- 
rations were better than in previous years, 
The committees deserve much thanks for 
their painstaking labor. The pastor and 
wife were remembered by gifts of money 
from the Jerusalem Men’s Bible Class, 
Zion 8. 8. and aLdies’ Aid; a library read- 
ing lamp from the Jerusalem Ladies’ Aid 
and a most beautifully quilted spread 
from the St. John’s Ladies’ Aid. The com- 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL Co. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER : Lebanon, Pa. 


Sse 
= 


14 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


January 10, 1929 


FOR SALE 


leaded art glass window 
Must sell immedi- 
Will sacrifice for $30.00 if taken 
now. Address, Abbey Reformed Church, 


Vine 12 ft. 
high and 8 ft. wide. 


ately. 


Hluntingdon, Pa. 


munity was especially hard hit by the 
‘“flu,’?’? the pastor, wife and mother being 
among the victims. Services for Dec. 30 
had to be cancelled. It is a year since 
death removed the older daughter, Mary 
Kunice, from the parsonage, who was re- 
membered by being made a Member in 
Memoriam of the W. M. S. of General 
Synod, 

In December the G. M. G., of Trinity 
Chureh, Marysville, Pa., Rev. Charles R. 
Hartman, pastor, rendered a fine program 
for the Thank-Offering service. The offer- 
ing was double that of the previous year. 
In response to the appeal made by Elder J, 
Q. Truxal, in behalf of the Ministerial Sus- 
tentation Fund, both consistories of the 
charge have made plans to contribute their 
share for a 5-year period. Notwithstand- 
ing the great handicap occasioned by the 
prevalent ‘‘flu’’ epidemic, most excellent 
Christmas cantatas were rendered by both 
Schools. They were pronounced by many 
to have been the best ever presented in 
the charge. The pastor and his wife were 
remembered with well-filled envelopes of 
cash, which were greatly appreciated. Re- 
cently the social rooms of Trinity Church 
were greatly beautified. We are glad to 
hear that the pastor and his wife are re- 
covering from a 2 weeks’ siege of the 
““flu,’’? which is still causing much distress 
in the community. 

Since First Church, St. Joseph, Mo., 
Rev. J. B. Bloom, pastor, went to self sup- 
port in July, the various organizations 
have been most active to keep up the 
work to normal standard. The Ladies’ Aid 
has held a number of functions, suppers, 
and rummage sale. Its leading social af- 
fair was a ‘‘Coffee’’ held at the parsonage 
with a big attendance and clearing $45. 
The W. M. 8. and G. M. G. societies have 
improved their time with special thank- 
offering services, suppers, and open meet- 
ing when] Miss Erna Flatter, returned mis- 
sionary from China, gave the address. The 
(Church has observed all special days of 
the denomination and offerings lifted for 
the various causes. ‘Ministerial Relief Day 
was especially successful. 8. 8S. attendance 
has increased, until the recent epidemic of 
the flu. Christmas was a joyous season. In 
February the Churches of the city will 
unite in a personal visitation campaign un- 
der the leadership of ‘Guy Black of Indi- 
ana. 'This will give a good start for the 
‘Lenten campaign, The past year has had 
its discouraging features, in the loss by 
death of 6 of our most active women in 
the congregation. The loss of their pres- 
ence, and financial support, strong assets 
for our work, will be keenly felt. 

The Rev. E. W. Hay, of Trinity Church, 
Detroit, Mich., has resigned his position 
as assistant pastor, to become Director of 
Religious Edueation in the First Congrega- 
tional Chureh of Toledo, O. On Dee. 30 
at the Young People’s Societies” meetings, 
words of appreciation and regret were 
spoken by Mr. W. Anderson, Mr. 8. Merton 
Adams, Rev. F. W. Bald and Mr. Arthur 
Knott. The Consistory presented Mr. Hay 
with a beautiful pen and pencil set. At 
the evening service he preached a sermon, 
taking as his subject, ‘‘Loyalty.’’ At the 
conclusion of the service the Phi Club 
presented him with a copy of the Bible. 
Mr. Hay has done a very commendable 
work and has won the affection of all the 
members. He will be greatly missed. At 
the evening service Rev. Mr. Bald in- 
troduced Miss Alma Iske, who begins her 
work as assistant to the pastor. (Miss 
Tske is from Indianapolis, Ind., was Field 


Secretary of the W. M. S. and recently 
concluded a term of service as missionary 
in China. Christmas was observed by the 
rendering of the cantata, ‘‘Star of Hope,’’ 
by the choir, a nativity! pageant and 
White Gift service by the Church School 
and a dawn service on Christmas morning. 
Bach of these services was beautiful, help- 
ful and inspiring. 

Christmas was fittingly celebrated in 
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., Rev. 
L. C. T. Miller, minister. Sunday evening, 
Dec. 28, the Primary, Junior and Inter- 
mediate Departmenits of the Church School 
presented their program, A juvenile cant- 
ata, ‘“The Children of Bethlehem,’’ was 
rendered. In connection with this, White 
Gifts for the King were brought to the 
manger consisting of l2neatly dressed dolls 
for the children at Bethany and 225 bars 
of soap for the guests of Phoebe Home, 
Allentown. Earlier in the season the 
Mission Band shipped a box of toys to 
the children of ‘Krie Chapel, Chicago. A 
Christmas Dawn Service at 6 o’clock 
brought a goodly group of worshippers 
On the evening of Christmas Day, a page- 
ant entitled ‘‘The Heavenly Host’’ was 
presented by the Young Peoples’ and Adult 
Departments of the Chureh School. Offer- 
ing of $175 for Bethany Orphans’ Home. 
Thursday. evening the Adult Choir sang 
the cantata, ‘‘The Chimes of the Holy 
Night.’’ Friday evening a Community Col- 
lege Night Social was held in the social 
rooms in honor of returned college stu- 
dents. The Young people also sponsored a 
socal and Watch Night Service on Christ- 
mas Eve. The pastor and wife were very 
graciously remembered by the congrega- 
tion at the Christmas Dawn service. 


Christmas was fittingly celebrated by the 
two congregations in the Watsontown 
Charge, Pa., Rev. P. iA. DeLong pastor, 
with services that were most impressive 
and strikingly edifying. Both Sunday 
Schools held their services on Dee. 23 in 
the evening, but inasmuch as the two 
Churches are only two miles apart, it was 
possible for the pastor to be present at 
both services. Trinity Church, Watson- 
town, featured two pageants in its pro- 
gram which were followed by a service of 
Seripture and of musie with a large group 
of participants, under the direction of Miss 
Dorothy Faust, who impersonated the 
Spirit of Christmas. An impressive feature 
was the singing of Christmas carols by a 
gowned boys’ choir of 10 voices. St. 


MEETING 
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Men’s Social Union of the Reformed 
Church, Tuesday Evening, January 15, 
at 8 O'clock, Christian Association 
Building, University of Pennsylvania., 
3601 Locust Street, Phila. 

7.30 to 8.00—Inspection of the New 
Building with students as guides. 


Program 

Address of Welcome—Rev. Clayton H. 
Ranck, Student Pastor, University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Vocal Music—Male Quartette, Glen- 
side Reformed Church. 

Violinist—Mr. Ray L. Ott, Temple 
University School of Music. 

Address—Rev. Harris E. Kirk, D. D., 
pastor of the Franklin St. Presbyterian 
Church, Baltimore, Md., Lecturer on 
Historical Christianity at Princeton, 
University, University Preacher at 
Princeton, Yale, University of Vir- 
ginia, Author of ‘‘The Religion of 
Power, the Consuming Fire, One Gener- 
ation to Another.’’ 


Refreshments will be served at the 
close of the meeting. During the re- 
freshment period, Mr. Marlin Mower, 
of University of Pennsylvania, will en- 
tertain with slight-of-hand tricks. 


John’s Church, McEwensville, rendered 
the pageant entitled, ‘‘The Pilgrims of the 
Night.’’ Both services were greeted by 
crowded ‘Churches. The usual Community 
Celebration was held at the Community 
Christmas Tree which stands on the lawn 
of the Chureh at Watsontown. This ecele- 
bration was under the direction of the 
Boosters, a local service club, and was 
supervised by the pastor of the Church, 
Rev. Mr. De Long, who is a member of 
the Club. The tree was beautifully illumi- 
nated and 500 gift packages were distri- 
buted to the children of the town. <A 
program of Christmas music was rendered 
by the choir on the last Sunday evening 
of the old year. 


There were 900 present at the Christmas 
Dawn service in St. Mark’s Church, Read- 


‘ing, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor. 


Estelle K. Krick directed the musical pro- 
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gram, which was the chief feature, She 
was assisted by a large chorus and an or- 
chestra. The high quality of the vocal and 
musical selections received very favorable 
comment. The electrically illuminated 
trees, star, arches across the aisles, and 
festooning were beautiful. A breakfast 
for the choir was served in the basement. 
The pastor conducted the service and spoke 
on ‘‘The Unspeakable Gift.’’? The second 
division of the Sunday School, Beginners 
and Primary Departments, celebrated 
Christmas on Christmas night with an at- 
tendance of 300. Offerings for the or- 
phans were $375. A Community Watch 
Night service was held under the direction 
of the C. E. Society, led by President C. B. 
F. Deppen. A social was held from 9 to 
10.30, then a song service until 11, led by 
Professor John H. Heck, of Albright Col- 
lege, and addresses were delivered by Rev. 
D. R. Kulp, Memorial Baptist Chureh; Eu- 


gene F. Heim, St. Mary’s P. E. Church, 
and Rey. Gustav R. Poetter. The regular 


preparatory service was held on Sunday 
night, Jan. 6, when the pastor preached on, 
“Put Ye On the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ The 
Holy Communion of the Lord’s Supper 
will be celebrated in the pews on Jan, 13. 


The Reformed Church Pastoral Associa- 
tion of Hazleton, Pa., is completing plans 
to conduct a School of Leadership Train- 
ing during the last two weeks of January. 
This is a new venture, and the first time 
that the Reformed Chureh has made such 
an attempt to gather all the officers and 
teachers of the denominational Sunday 
Schools in one city for the purpose of pre- 
paring them for leadership training. They 
are trying in this way to bring the School 
to the doors of the workers. This will pre- 
sent a splendid opportunity to secure in- 
formation and skill that will be helpful 
and fruitful for better Kingdom work. 
There will be four courses offered, all of 
which are recognized by the International 
Couneil of Religious Education, and for 
which students will receive credit toward 
a Standard Leadership Diploma. The 
courses are as follows: (2) ‘The Principles 
of Teaching,’’ by Rev. Fred D, Wentzel. 
(4) ‘*The New Testament,’’? by Rev. E. 
Franklin Faust. (106) ‘‘Dramatization and 

Pageantry,’’ by Miss Cordelia Brong, of 
the Hazleton High School. (201) ‘‘Story 
Telling,’’ by Mrs. J. Lloyd Snyder. The 
sessions of the School will be held in the 
evenings from 7.30 to 9.30 P. M. in the 
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new Emmanuel’s Church Sehool building, 
Rev, Dr. 8. E. Stofflett, pastor. The pres- 
ent indications are that the School will 
reach an enrollment of 100 students. <A 
report of the success of the School will be 
given later on. . 

In St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore, Md., 
Rev. Dr. Lloyd E. Coblentz, pastor, two ser- 
vices were held on Christmas Day. The 
first was at 6 A. M. The order of this ser- 
vice was that arranged by the sainted Dr. 
Henry Harbaugh. Its seripture selections, 
chants, carols and anthems served well in 
making a joyous service of worship. Pro- 
grams were so prepared as to enable every 
one present to take part. The attendance 
was good. The music was well prepared 
under the direction of Mrs. Lloyd E. Cob- 
lentz. Mrs. Thos. Cutty presided at the 
organ. The service specially arranged for 
the Sunday School was at 11.00 A. M. The 
school marched, with a processional, into 
the Chureh room. Here, with members of 
the congregation, the service was success- 
fully rendered. It consisted of Old Testa- 
ment prophesies and New Testament refer- 
ences to Jesus. They were read in turn 
by the classes of the School. Intermingled 
with the Scripture readings were used old 
familiar Christmas carols, All the depart- 
ments of the School shared in these. Copies 
of the service were also in the hands of 
the Church members present. Miss Eleanor 
fi. Coblentz was in charge of the music for 
the main School. Miss R. Florence Cutty 
led the little children. The violin and 
clarinet gave fine assistance in the hands 
of Messrs. Clinton C. and Harry R. Beck. 
The classes of the entire School had been 
challenged to bring liberal offerings for the 
orphans. Hach class, when ealled, sent a 
representative to the altar with its offering 
and an appropriate Scripture reference. 
The offerings of both services of the day 
are for the Hoffman Orphans’ Home. Super- 
intendent George C. Diehl had charge of 
the service of the Sunday School. The pas- 
tor and his family were kindly remembered 
by the congregation in a gift of money. 


In Evangelical Church, Frederick Md., 
Rev. Henri L. G. Kieffer, pastor, the ob- 
servance of Christmas began with a beauti- 
ful Christmas Carol Service by the Men’s 
sible Class, held in the Church on the 
evening of Dee. 21. The ‘‘White Gifts for 
the King’’ service was held on Sunday 
evening, Dec. 23. This service, the most 
beautiful of the year, was arranged by 
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Elder L. Elmer Keefer and the musical di- 
rector, Mrs. Maud Waters Dittmar, assist- 
ed by a devoted group of young men and 
women. It was a beautiful and impressive 
candle-light service that filled the heart of 
every one present with a new sense of the 
wonder of God’s great gift and a spirit of 
adoration for Him who was born at Beth- 
lehem. At the foot of the large White 
Cross in the center of the chancel all the 
worshippers laid their gifts for the King. 
These gifts amounted in money to $1,184.- 
83, of which $913.08 was for the orphans. 
Tn addition there were many gifts from 
the children of staple groceries, clothing 
and toys. These, all wrapped in white and 
laid at the foot of the Cross, were sent 
after Christmas, some to families in the 
congregation and the balance to the Hoff- 
man Orphanage. Later gifts from the con- 
gregation made the offering for the or- 
phans $970.65 and the total Christmas 
offering $1,240.40. The Christmas Dawn 
service was held at 6 o’clock Christmas 
morning, forming a beautiful introduction 
to Christmas Day itself, and on the even- 
ing of the day after Christmas there was 
held in the Church parlors a Christmas 
party for the children of the elementary 
grades of the Sunday School, when, under 
the Christmas tree a-beautiful program was 
rendered by the children and presents pre- 
sented to them. These included beautiful 
gifts for the children of the cradle roll, 
prepared by the Ladies’ Bible Class. 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE BIBLE AND THE DAILY LIFE 


‘Text, Joshua 1:8, ‘‘This book of law 
shall not depart out of thy mouth, but thou 
shalt meditate thereon day and night, that 
thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.’’ 


A great many persons said to you last 
week, ‘‘I wish you a Happy New Year.’’ 
And doubtless you made the same wish to 
many others. Often this wish is but a 
formality, a matter of custom or habit, but 
a custom which I hope will never die out. 
It does us good to have some one wish us 


well, and the wish for a happy and prosper- 
ous year is a good one. 

But did any one who wished you a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year, tell you 
how to make it so? At the end of my last 
week’s sermon I, myself, wished you a 
Happy New Year; now I am going to tell 
you how to make it so. And I am going 
to tell you in the words of our text: ‘‘ This 
book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written therein: 
for then thou shalt make thy way prosper- 
ous, and then thou shalt have good suc- 
cess. ”? 

I believe that if every one of you will 
do what this text says, you shall find this 
year to be one of the happiest and most 
prosperous you have enjoyed so far and 
will prepare the way for better and hap- 
pier years to follow. 

Tf you will read the chapter from, which 
the text is taken you will find that these 


words were spoken by Jehovah to Joshua 
as he was about to take the place of Moses 
as the leader of the children of Israel. He 
was about to make a venture into the un- 
known future, as you are doing, and Je- 
hovah is giving him the seeret of success. 

Never before in the history of the world 
was it more important or more necessary 
to tell our boys and girls and our young 
people the secret of suecess which Jehovah 
gave to Joshua that day, thousands of 
years ago, than it is today, This is so be- 
cause many of the young people of our day 
are neglecting the source of suecess and 
happiness and seeking it where it cannot 
be found. 

““This book of the law,’’ to which Je- 
hovah refers, was the Bible of that day, 
consisting largely of the law which Je- 
hovah had given to Moses. Sinee then the 
Bible has been greatly enlarged and en- 
riched, and, with the addition of the New 
Testament, has become a treasure house of 
wonderful spiritual wisdom. If the ‘‘book 
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of the law’’ of Joshua’s day had such a 
wonderful influence as Jehovah says, how 
much more wonderful will be the blessing 
that our Bible will bring to those who use 
it in the right way! 

If you will make the Bible a matter of 
daily consideration, and will allow it to be 
a lamp unto your feet and a light unto 
your path, as the Psalmist did, you will be 
helped and guided during this year in a 
safe and prosperous way. 

When I was a young man I heard an ad- 
dress which has helped me a great deal 
during the years that have passed since 
then. The speaker held up his Bible and 
said, ‘‘This book will keep me from sin, or 
sin will keep me from this book.’’ But the 
Psalmist said something long ago that 
means about the same: 


‘«Thy word have I laid up in my heart 
That I might not sin against Thee.’’ 


And in John 15:7, Jesus makes the wonder- 
ful promise, ‘‘If ye abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.’’ 

From all this, and from other passages in 
the Bible, we learn that the Bible plays a 
very important part in the daily life, and 
if you want this year to be a happy and 
prosperous one you cannot afford to neglect 
the Bible. 

When Jehovah says, ‘‘Thou shalt medi- 
tate thereon day and night,’’? He does not 
mean that you must be reading the Bible 
all the time, but He explains it in the next 
clause, ‘‘that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all that is written therein.’’ 
If you will make it a rule to read the Bible 
every day during this year, and will imbibe 
its spirit, so that you will be guided and 
influenced by its teaching day by day, in 
everything you think and say and do, then 
you will be giving the Bible a chance to 
show what it ean do for you. 

In the life of Christ, as He lived it on 
earth, you can see what the Bible can do 
for One who lives in perfect harmony with 
its spirit. Jesus often refers to the doing 
of God’s will as the supreme purpose of 
His life. He said, ‘‘My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent Me, and to accom- 
plish His work.’’ Again, He said, ‘‘I seek 
not Mine own will, but the will of Him 
that sent Me.’’ And later He added this 
wonderful statement, which means so much 
to you and me: ‘‘And this is the will of 
Him that sent Me, that of all that which 
He has given Me I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up at the last day. For this 
is the will of My Father, that every one 
that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on 
Him, should have eternal life.’’ 

Many good Christians could testify to 
the value of the Bible in the daily life, to 
the help and inspiration it has given them 
to do the will of God. It is said that the 
mother of Dean F. W. Farrar, the great 
English preacher and the author of one of 
the best lives of Christ ever written, made 
it her rule every morning to spend one 
hour alone with her Bible and her God. 
She came forth from that chamber with a 
strength and a sweetness that remained 
with her throughout the whole day. Her 
spirit was never ruffled by the cares and 
duties of the day; her temper was never 
disturbed; she never spoke one word of 
anger, or idle gossip. Her Christian life 
was pure and strong and rich, full of 
blessing and healing to all who came under 
her influence. 

Tf you will comply with the conditions 
of the text, you will fully realize its 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Worship is the flood tide of the 
soul, 
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promise. If you will meditate upon the 
teachings of the Bible so that you will 
drink in its spirit; if you will observe to 
do according to all that is written therein, 
translating its teachings into life and into 
character; then ‘‘thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous,’’ and then ‘‘thou shalt have 
good suecess.’’ That is what I meant when 
I said, ‘‘I wish you a Happy New Year.’’ 

Begin today and read your Bible, Mark 
the verses which impress you most, and 
which you think will help you most to do 
God’s will and to make a success of your 
life. Practice the teachings of the Bible 
every day in the best way you can. Put 
the promises of God to the test day by 
day. If any do not seem to work out in 
your life, do not doubt the promises, and 
do not lay the blame upon God, but look 
for the cause of the failure in yourself. 
The promises of God are true and sure, and 
all who comply with the conditions will 
experience their fulfillment and blessing. 
Prosperity and success will be yours—per- 
haps not such success as the world recog- 
nizes, but such success as God recognizes 
and as Christ won. 


BROMIDES 


In the Chureh pharmacy are at least 
four bromides that infallibly produce a 
quiescent conscience, and gently put the 
patient to sleep. 1. I work so hard all the 
week that when Sunday morning comes—; 
2. When I was a boy I was made to go to 
Chureh three times on Sunday, and so 
now—; 3. Company came just as we were 
about ready—; 4. I came twice, and not a 
soul spoke to me.—Trinity Church News, 
Brooklyn. 


MOTTOES FOR MOTORISTS 


Pedestrians should be seen and not hurt. 
—Life. 

Say it with brakes and save on the 
flowers.—Judge. 

Don’t kid about safety. You may be the 
goat.—Louisville Courier-Journal. 

Time saved at a crossing may be lost in 
the emergency ward.—Milwaukee Sentinel. 

No domestic science course is necessary 
to enable a girl to make a traffic jam. 


Florence Herald. 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Frobel, 


ABSENT TRAINING 
Mary Starck Kerr 


Mrs. Blank was the mother of one boy. 
She had a really good system of child train- 
ing and had followed it for several years. 
The boy seemed an ideal child, so Mrs. 
Blank felt safe, now, in taking a position 
outside of her home, It was not abso- 
lutely necessary for her to go to work, but 
the money would enable the family to buy 
many things for which they had longed. 

But with the duties of the new position, 
there was not much time for home life left. 
Before Teddy’s school time, his mother 
was gone, leaving directions for him to 
follow when he arrived at home. But there 
was no one to see that the directions were 
carried out, Teddy played with the neigh- 
bors’ children, and Mrs. Blank had no way 
of knowing that some of the neighbors’ 
children had been learning many wrong 
and injurious habits. She did not know 
that, now, Teddy was also learning these 
same habits. She had followed her child 
training system, and as it had worked out 
beautifully so far, she trusted it to go on 
working in her absence. 

Mrs. Blank had forgotten that a system 
of child training is at best only a tool, and 
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cannot work without the owner’s hand 
back of it. One cannot press a button to 
start the machinery running in the morn- 
ing, and then expect it to go on running 
smoothly all day. 

The right kind of a tool will work wond- 
ers when someone is present to use it skill- 
fully, but it accomplishes nothing when it 
lies at home without the trained hand to 
employ it. It was a terrible shock to Mrs. 
Blank when she heard of some things her 
son had been doing. Her eyes were opened 
to the fact that she was needed at home. 
The money she was earning at the office 
was buying useful and beautiful things for 
the home, and helping to pay off the mort- 
gage, but Mrs. Blank decided that it would 
be better to be satisfied with the plainest 
of furniture, and take longer to pay for 
the home. 

It took some time to undo the harm that 
had resulted from neglect, but the first 
step was a heart to heart talk with the boy. 
He had imbibed a wrong idea of the value 
of money as compared with other things, 
by seeing his mother so eager to secure it. 
When he saw her give up her salary for 
the sake of doing her duty at home, it did 
him more good than any amount of leetur- 
ing could have done. When his mother and 
father ceased to spend money on ‘‘fine 
clothes,’’ cosmeties, and tobacco, then the 
boy began to see something bigger and 
better than a quest for money to spend for 
toys and candy. The tool worked again 
when its owner came home and took it in 
her own hand. 

If a mother is obliged to be away from 
home, some other competent person should 
be left to care for her child. She must not 
expect her knowledge of child training to 
be effective during her continued absence. 


‘Someone has said and truthfully that 
the first six years of life are psychologi- 
cally and ethically more important than 
any subsequent period. It is during these 
early years that the child develops atti- 
tudes which constitute the character sets 
for after life. Pre-school training and pre- 
school treatment of the child constitute the 
foundation for manhood and womanhood 
and as such determine to a very large ex- 
tent what kind of a man or woman the 
child is to become in adulthood.’’—George 
F. Arps, Dean of Education, Ohio State 
University. 

“‘T am a great believer in kindergarten 
work, The training a child gets in a good 
kindergarten is of value to it throughout 
its whole life. The knowledge the child ac- 
quires is in itself sufficient to make the 
kindergarten worth while, but in addition 
to that the child learns how to live with 
his fellow beings in his plays and games.’’ 
—Harvey W. Cox, President, Emory Uni- 


versity, Georgia. 


Then what of the communities that say, 
““We cannot afford kindergartens?’’ Is 
this thrift? If there is no kindergarten in 
your community, why not take advantage 
of Thrift Week to start a movement to get 
one opened? Write to the National Kinder- 
garten Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, 
New York, for information and free litera- 
ture. 


EASILY HANDLED 


Mother—‘‘T think you’d be happier, Dor- 
een, if you married a man with less 
money.’? 

Doreen—‘‘ Don’t worry, Mother; Gerald 
will soon have less.’’—Humorist, 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
Ask me another: Q. How is the 
word C-O-R-R-E-C-T pronounced in 
Boston? 
A. CORRECTLY. 
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Hoppwood Co-Operation 


Carrie B. Boyden 


Rufus Rabbit arose early one morning 


and decided he would clean house. Good- 
ness knows it needed it! He was just 
shaking a dusteloth out the front door 


when he saw Walter Woodchuck coming 
along with a covered basket. Behind him 
came Morris Mink and Willy Weasel. 
And behind them came Major Muskrat and 


Charley Chipmunk and Calvin Coon. And 
they all carried covered baskets. 

Rufus Rabbit stepped out and hailed 
Charley Chipmunk. ‘‘Hey there! Where 


are you all going this morning so early??? 

*“*Going to pick nuts and gather vege- 
table roots to fill Sammie Squirrel’s store- 
house. Poor old Sam has a broken leg, 
you know, and winter is coming on, and 
there is not a thing to eat in his cellar.’?’ 

‘*Yes, and we are taking a lunch along 
and will have a pienie dinner together in 
the woods,’’ added Major Muskrat. 
ter pack up a lunch and come along.’’ 

After they had gone, Rufus Rabbit did 
not feel much like house-cleaning. ‘‘ Might 
have asked me before,’’ he grumbled; but 
he decided he would go along, anyway. 
So he stirred up his best fruit-eake and 
decorated it with tiny seeds and candies. 
It looked good enough to eat right then 
and there. But he packed it into a basket 
with some sandwiches and set off for the 
woods. 

In a short time he found his neighbors 
busily filling large bags with nuts and 
roots. All the baskets for the pienie din- 
ner were together under a big tree; but 
Rufus Rabbit put his a little farther away 
under another tree. When it came lunch 
time, everybody unpacked the baskets and 
set out the lunch and everybody ate every- 
body else’s food and had a jolly time. 
Everybody but Rufus Rabbit. He un- 
packed his own basket and ate his own 
lunch under his own tree all by himself. 
He was afraid he would not get some of 
his own fruit cake if he put it with the 
rest. So he ate it all, every crumb. The 
others were all laughing heartily by this 
time, especially at old Major Muskrat, 
who had to let out his belt, and Rufus 
Rabbit sat there alone and wondered what 
the fun was about. He would have liked 
to join their party, but as his basket was 
empty he could not join the picnic dinner. 
He wished he had not eaten his fruit cake 
so quickly. But he busied himself pick- 
ing up nuts and after awhile went home. 
He left the little pile of nuts he had 
gathered for the rest to bring home. 

About dark the pienie party passed his 


‘‘Bet- 


house again, lugging heavy bags and 
baskets. Rufus Rabbit sat inside beside an 


open window, so he could not help hearing 
all they were saying. 

‘¢Wonder if Rufus Rabbit is home yet,’’ 
said Walter Woodchuck. 

‘He went by himself, ate by himself, 
‘and came home by himself!’’ said Morris 
Mink. 

‘«Evidently he does not believe in co- 
operation,’’ said Major Muskrat. 

‘What do you mean by co-operation??? 
piped up Willy Weasel. 

‘¢T> co-operate is to work together,’’ 
said Major Muskrat. ‘‘Many things can 
be done through co-operation. Just see 
how co-operation will fill Sammie Squir- 
rel’s storehouse to overflowing tonight! ’’ 

And of course that was true. Sammy 
Squirrel had enough nuts and vegetable 
roots to last through the stormy winter. 

A few days later, Rufus Rabbit saw all 
the animals passing his house again, He 
decided he would not speak to them, but 
finally his curiosity got the better of him. 

‘¢Are you having another picnic?’’ he 
called to Major Muskrat. 


‘*No,’’ answered the Major. ‘‘We are 


going to make a playground with teeter- 
boards and swings for all the little animals 


in Hoppywood. Come on and help if you 
like! ?? 

Rufus Rabbit stayed at home as long 
as he could, then he went to the woods. 
Sure enough! There they were, all work- 
ing lke beavers, making a large play- 
ground. Rufus Rabbit watched awhile, 
then went home and began to think about 
this co-operation idea. He thought and he 


thought and he thought. 


Then he got busy with pots and pans 


and mixing bowls, and when he was 
through he had a big kettle of soup all 
made and three large fruit cakes. Next he 


did a curious thing. He took a large pan 


-_——— woe ooo owe 


CLOUDS AND SUNSHINE 


Did you ever feel blue in the evening 
After doing your best all day? 

Go home with spirits numb-like 
And your heart all sunken away? 


You felt that the world was against 
you 

In the things you wanted to do, 

That life was out of your business 

And your heart was ragged and blue? 


You tried to smile and be happy 

With friends you chanced to meet, 

But somehow the smile was a forced 
one 

And you thot that it showed defeat? 


The clouds of despair had gripped 
you, 

Mental anguish was weighing you 
down, 

And instead of the smile you usually 
wore 

Distress was plain in your frown? 


You felt that you’d like to go some- 
where 

Where there wasn’t a soul to see, 

You wanted to be alone for awhile, 

Feeling then you’d happier be. 


Something then was whispered to 


you 

That straightway changed your 
view, 

Distressing clouds were soon routed 
away 


And the sun came shining thru? 


This we know when we’re feeling 
blue 
The clouds will pass away, 
And the sun will shine the brighter 
For the clouds that darkened the 
day. 
—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Maryland, 
SS 
and his longest spoon and went to the new 
playground. All the animals were as- 
tonished to see Rufus Rabbit standing 
there pounding noisily on the pan with his 
big spoon, 

““What on earth are you doing?’’ they 
shouted to him. 

“*Ringing the dinner-bell,’’? he answered. 
‘“Dinner is all ready for you at my house.’’ 
The animals gladly dropped their tools and 
went to Rufus Rabbit’s house, and what 
a feast they had! When it was over, the 
soup kettle was empty and the cake gone. 
Then Rufus Rabbit made a little speech 
and said he would like to co-operate with 
them. He would be the first to work at 
the playground tomorrow if someone else 
would get the dinner. Of course, someone 
was willing. So when they left the house 
they all gave a cheer for Rufus Rabbit and 
his good dinner. 

And as for Rufus Rabbit, he went to 
sleep happily for the first time in quite a 
long time. He believed in ¢o-operation, 
too, 

[All rights reserved] 


Mates ING ER 17 
“‘Why do you sign your name J. J. 
James B. B. B. Blundon?’? 
‘*Because it is my name. I was chris- 
tened by a minister who stuttered.’’—The 
Witness. 


**T think,’’ said the choirmaster, ‘‘ that 
we can do better than that—just a leetle 
better than that. Let us take that verse 
again, and let us make it quite plain that 
the first line is ‘Weak and sinful though 
we be,’ and not, ‘We can sing full though 
we be.’ ”? 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 
Sometimes in 


our eager questionings, 
‘*Wonder what Santa has for me!’’ we 


forget the tiue meaning of Christmas. That 
is why your Birthday Lady wants to share 
with you the pageant I saw on Christmas 
night in my home Chureh. It was quite 
the loveliest pageant I have ever seen, It 
made me ery more than onee, it was so 
beauteous. Hvery word of it is contained 
in the Bible. My pastor and his wife, the 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Henry I. Stahr, fashion- 
ed it in four episodes and wove it round 
with hymns and carols and rightly called 
it, ‘‘The Christmas Story.’’ Isaiah, Jere- 
miah and Malachi, garbed in prophets’ 
robes and bearing scrolls, foretold that the 
Christ was to be born. The angel Gabriel 
appeared to Mary, telling her that God 
had chosen her to be the mother of Jesus, 
and glorious was her Magnificat, ‘‘My soul 
doth magnify the Lord.’’ Voices sang, ‘‘O 
Little Town of Bethlehem,’’ and the star 
appeared and ‘‘stood over where the young 
child was.’’ And Mary sang, ‘‘Sleep, my 
little Jesus, on Thy bed of hay.’’ An angel 
appeared to the shepherds and bade them 
follow the star, when voices sang, ‘‘ While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By 
Night.’’? A shepherd lad worshipped with 
them at the manger and ‘‘ Angels From the 
Realms of Glory# echoed from afar. And 
then, so softly that we could scarcely hear, 
eame ‘‘Holy Night,’’? while Mary and Jos- 
eph kept watch by the manger bed, Three 
men in rich robes, came, then, bearing 
gifts and singing, ‘‘We Three Kings of 
Orient Are.’”? They laid their gold, frank- 
incense and myrrh at the feet of the baby 
Jesus, and went their way. And Mary and 
Joseph kept manger watch, while voices 
sang, ‘‘As With Gladness Men of Old.’’ 
Lights came on. The hush was broken. 
The congregation filed out slowly. It was 
a night never to be forgotten,—a ‘‘ Holy 
Night.’’? ‘‘The true spirit of Christmas’? 
greetings to all my Birthday Club boys and 
girls who are doing all they can to bring 
““neace on earth. good will to men’’ in 
thanks to God for the gift, on Christmas, 
of His only Son, the baby Jesus. 


THE EIGHTH ONE 

Office Manager: ‘‘Here, this will never 
do! Why is it you are late for your very 
first morning’s work??? 

New Office Boy: ‘‘I’m sorry, sir. There 
are eight in our family and the alarm was 
set for seven.’’—Christian Science Moni- 
tor. 


AND THEN SILENCE 
*“Are you still engaged to that homely 
Smith girl?’’ 
SON Os lierd Ou 
**Good for you, old man. 
ever get out of it?” 
‘‘Married her.’’—Kansas City Star. 


How did you 


COLOR BLIND 
For Christmas she bought me 
Some green and red ties; 
Her heart’s in the right place, 
But where are her eyes? , 
—London Opinion. 
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Mrs. Nexdore: ‘‘Isn’t your husband do- 
ing anything to eure his deafness?’? 

Mrs. Nayber: ‘‘Not now, but he will as 
soon as your daughter finishes her singing 
’—The Pathfinder. 


lessons,’ 


The Family Altar 


Rev. Ambrose M, Schmidt, D. D. 
January 14-20. 
Practical Thought: While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘ Another 
Dawning.’’ 


Year Is 


Monday, January 14—Christ the Saviour. 
Read Romans 5:1-11. 

‘Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for it 
is He that shall save His people from their 
sins.’? Among the many names given to 
our Lord Jesus, the name ‘‘Saviour’’ is 
perhaps the most inclusive. The angel mes- 
senger declared that ‘‘He shall save His 
people from their sins.’’ That is what He 
has been doing all these centuries. He is 
the Good Shepherd, because He saves. He 
is the Way, because He saves. He is the 
Resurrection and the Life, because He 
saves. A dead Saviour could never save 
anyone, If, however, we want Him as our 
Saviour, we must accept and follow Him. 
The drowning man must take hold of the 
rescuer’s rope if he would be saved. So 
must we take hold of the out-reaching hand 
of the Lord Jesus, if we really want Him 
to save us. 

Prayer: Save, Lord, lest we perish! We 
are driven hither and thither over the 
ocean of life. Be Thou our pilot, every 
day, until we reach Thy haven of rest. 
Amen. 


January 15—Christ’s Reign. 


Read Isaiah 35:1-10. 

I heard Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 
sung this afternoon. The congregation 
stood while it was rend@red. ‘‘And He 
shall reign forever and ever,’’ rang out 
again and again as a climax of triumph. 
This old world has grown weary with sin. 
Many, there are, who live even now as if 
the Christ had never come. They refuse 
to accept Him, His reign seems to them 
an empty dream. And yet—all the while 
His kingdom is advancing, because it is an 
everlasting kingdom. When the ages are 
fulfilled, sin will be no more, and He, the 
Christ of glory, will reign forever and 
ever. Amen. 

Prayer: Reign Thou, O Christ, in all of 
our lives. Drive out, by the power of Thy 
holiness, every manner of sin, and help us 
to become more worthy of a place in Thy 
everlasting kingdom; our eternal home. 
Amen, 


Tuesday, 


Wednesday, January 16—The Lamb of 
God. Read John 1:35-42. 


When John the Baptist, pointing to 
Jesus, said to two of His disciples, ‘‘Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the sin of the world,’’ they seemed to un- 
derstand John and yet they did not under- 
stand the meaning of his words. The Bap- 
tist, fortified with the voice from heaven, 
and the Holy Spirit deseending in the form 
of a dove, looked into the future, and saw 
this man of Galilee as the world’s sin- 
bearer. Despised and rejected; thorn- 
crowned and cross-burdened, He, the Lamb 
of God, was led outside the city gates, to 
be offered as the one great sacrifice for the 
sins of the world, O the love of Christ! 
Obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross, that you and I might be saved from 
the curse of sin. 

Prayer: . ; 
‘¢Worthy the Lamb for sinners slain, 

From angels, praise; and thanks from 
men; 

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

Glory and power! Amen, Amen!”’ 


Thursday, January 17—The Exalted Savi- 
our. Read Hebrews 1:1-9. 


The eternal Son of God, by Whom and 
through Whom all things were made, 
humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
WHEREFORE—God also hath highly ex- 
alted Him. First the humiliation, then the 
exaltation. It was the Saviour, Himself, 
who said, ‘‘ Whosoever shall exalt himself 
shall be abased; and he that shall humble 
himself shall be exalted.’?’ For Him, as 
well as for us, the way of the cross leads 
home. Thou art the King of Glory, O 
Christ. Thou art the everlasting Son of 
the eternal Father! 


Prayer: O Thou exalted Saviour, draw 
us closer to Thee day by day. Lift us up 
from the groveling things of this world, 
and help us to reflect the glory that Thou 
shalt manifest in us. Amen, 


Friday, January 18—A Present Saviour. 


Read I John 1:1-10, 


How can we have the fellowship of Him, 
of which St. John writes, without His 
being present with us? There is at least 
one thing that the Scriptures make very 
clear, and that is the abiding presence of 
our Saviour. His, ‘‘Lo I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world,’’ is 
as forceful today as it was when first 
spoken. A shut-in saint, with face aglow, 
said, ‘‘His presence is so real to me, that 
He seems to be always very near me.’’ 
The greatest danger is, that we may stray 
so far away from His presence, that we 
may lose Him, perhaps forever. 


Prayer: Forbid, dear Lord, that I should 
be tempted to wander so far away from 
Thee, that I can no longer hear Thy voice, 
nor see the marks of Thy footsteps. Amen. 


Saturday, January 19—Salvation By Grace. 
Read I Peter 1:3-12. 


The grace of God is the mercy of God 
which He shows towards the penitent sin- 
ner. You remember that St. Paul tells us 
how that he prayed thrice to be delivered 
from the thorn in his flesh, and in answer 
to his prayers, the Lord said, ‘‘My grace is 
sufficient for thee.?? There may be very 
little super-abundant merit that any of the 


saints may have to confer upon us, but- 


thank God, our Saviour’s merits are all 
ours, if we commit ourselves to Him in 
faith and rest trustingly in His strong 
arms. It is written, ‘‘By grace are ye 
saved through faith; and not of your- 
selves; it is the gift of God.’’ 


Prayer: 
“‘Pather of eternal grace, 
Glorify Thyself to me; 
Meekly beaming in my face, 
May the world Thine image see.’’ 


Amen, 


Sunday, January 20—The Suffering Savi- 
our. Read Isaiah 53:1-9. 

Isaiah paints a remarkable, prophetic, 
word picture of the suffering Saviour. The 
Gospels portray the Christ of prophecy, 
suffering in mind and body, soul and flesh, 
and dying broken-hearted, on the eross, 
that sinners, like you and me, might be de- 
livered from the bondage of sin, and be- 
come new creations in Christ Jesus, our 
Lord. There was none other good enough 
to pay the price of sin; none other strong 
enough to open the gates of heaven and let 
us in. Despised. Suffering. Glorified! 

Prayer: 

“On the cross is One uplifted 

Who in love divine, 

Ev’ry grievous burden beareth, 
Beareth mine. 

O my Saviour, I am coming, 
Coming unto Thee; 

Thine the voice that calleth, calleth, 
Calleth me.’’ 


Philadelphia 
Doung Friends’ Association 


110 N. 15th 


A hotel with the home atmosphere. 
Transient rooms available at all times. 
Dining Room with Table d'Hote or 
A La Carte Service 


Street 


box 


ANSWERS TO—A WING GROWS ON 
THE END OF THESE WORDS 
1. Crowing; 2. Flowing; 3. Glowing; 4. 
Hewing; 5. Growing; 6, Mowing; 7. Sow- 
ing; 8. Plowing; 9. Thawing; 10. Bowing; 
11. Pawing; 12. Sawing; 13. Rowing; 14. 
Snowing. 


HIDDEN WORD TREE PUZZLE 


The name of a tree is hidden in each 
sentence. One letter from each word in 
order, names a tree. 

1. Hold Mary’s work. (This word is il- 
lustrated—oak), 

2. Energetic men seldom wear rags. 

3. Show prudence wherever you can, 
Edward. 

4. Where is Charles taking old neigh- 
bor Harry? 

5. How late last Monday unele left. 

6. Cherry, happy faces seldom turn into 
ugly pouts. 

7. Speak 
heartily. 

8. Always avoid lazy, listless, loafing 
fellows, 

9. Among nations peace shall prevail. 

—A. M. 8. 


softly, step lightly, laugh 


THE ADVANTAGE 


A lawyer and a doctor were arguing the 
relative merits of their callings: 

“*T don’t claim that all lawyers are 
villains,’’ said the doctor, ‘‘but you’ll have 
to admit that your profession doesn’t make 
angels of men.’’—The Outlook, 


THE REASON 


‘“How is it I didn’t see you at the char- 
ity meeting last night???’ 

““Tt was I who passed the plate round! ’” 
—Heywood Advertiser. 


HIS FAITHFUL HORSE 


One Sunday morning an aged man was 
leading an old horse across the commons 
of the city, and out toward the suburbs, 
when a passer-by asked him where he was 
going. 

‘‘T am looking for a little green grass 
and some fresh water for the old fellow 
here,’? he answered, stroking his com- 
panion gently on the neck. 

“*T would send him to the boneyard or 
the glue factory, if I were you,’’ said the 
stranger with a sneer. 

“Would you?’’ asked the old man in a 
trembling voice; ‘‘if he had been the best 
friend you had in the world, and helped 
you to earn food for your family for nearly 
twenty-five years? If the children that 
are gone, and the children who are living, 
had played with their heads on him for a 
pillow, when they had no other? Sir, he 
has carried us to the mill and to meeting, 
and please God, he shall die like an honor- 
able old horse, and I will bury him with 
these hands of mine, if he goes first. No- 
body shall ever abuse old Bill, and if I go 
before him, there are those who are paid 
to care for him.’’ 

““T beg your pardon,’’ said the man who 
had spoken first. ‘‘I cannot blame you 
for not wanting to part with the faithful 
old animal.’’ 

And the two who had toiled long years 
and grown old together resumed their 
journey—Our Dumb Animals. 
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A SOUND CHRISTIAN 


Paul insisted that we must ‘‘adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.’’ 
Does one believe in baptism? Then make 
the doctrine attractive with the risen life. 
Does one believe in regeneration? Then 
embellish the doctrine with a life that.is a 
new creation. Does one believe in the 
resurrection? Then seek those things which 
are above. In the view of Paul, a Chris- 
tian whose spirit and life are wrong may 
be sound in doctrine, but as such is, like a 
slovenly, filthy woman, evilly spoken of. 
On the other hand, a Christian, sound in 
spirit and conduct, as well as in doctrine, 
is adorned like a bride for her husband. 

In that everlasting book, the sublimest 
of all allegories, ‘‘The Pilgrim’s Pro- 
gress,’’? Bunyan brings Christian after con- 
version into the House Beautiful, which, 
of course, is the Church. Here he is pre- 
pared for his long journey toward the celes- 
tial city. He is taken first into the study, 
next into the armory, and then upon the 
highest elevations for a glimpse of the 
Delectable mountains. In this manner Bun- 
yan, the persecuted preacher of Bedford, 
sets forth the prime requisites of a sound 
Christian: (1) intellectual study of the 
Bible; (2) practical equipment for the con- 
duct of life; and (3) spiritual visualization 
or riches of the spirit. A sound Christian 
is one who is clear in his faith, right in his 


life, and rich in his experience. —The Bap- 
tist. 


THE CHALLENGE OF CHRISTIAN 
UNITY 


(In view of coming events, this editorial 
from the organ of the Evangelical Synod 
of North America, contains particular 
food for thought.) 


A new year always brings new tasks. 
We cannot know just what they will be, 
but we know they will have to be faced. 
No task which the Synod as a body or the 
pastors and Churches that make up its 
membership will have to face is more im- 
portant, more fraught with possibilities 
and responsibilities, more challenging to 
the best that is in us than that which 
comes to us in the negotiations for closer 
fellowship and relations with other Church 
bodies. It is not yet possible to formulate 
definitely the identical questions to be con- 
sidered, but some of the broader issues are 
already quite clear and need to be faced 
frankly. 

We shall, first of all, find ourselves face 
to face with a much larger fellowship than 
we have heretofore known. We shall learn 
of names, personalities, places, institutions 
and activities with which we have hereto- 
fore been unfamiliar, and we shall meet 
and deal with people who until now have 
been strangers to us. How shall we wel- 
come them? Will they feel that they are 
welcome? Shall we be able to put the 
cause of the Kingdom, of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace, above personal 
feelings, opinions and prejudices? Are we 
ready,—and above all are we willing—to 
understand and appreciate other ideas, atti- 
tudes and methods than those to which we 
have been accustomed? Such questions 
present a real challenge to every Evangeli- 
eal pastor and every man and woman in 
the Churches. 

We shall also discover that other be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ may be inclined to 
stress other teachings of the Bible than 
those we have been emphasizing; that the 
ways in which they express their beliefs 
differ from the way in which we have been 
expressing ours; that even some of the be- 
liefs themselves may seem new and un- 
familiar. How shall we meet these differ- 
ences? Shall we insist that only our own 
beliefs and expressions are right and that 
all that does not tally with them must 
therefore be wrong? Shall we not rather, 
during the months that are to come, give 
diligent, prayerful thought and study to 
our Lord’s farewell prayer, John 17; to 


each week. No one was made poorer; 


Paul’s discourse on the diversity of gifts 


bestowed by the same Spirit, as the body 
is one though the members be many, I Cor, 
12, and desire earnestly the greater gift, 


deseribed in the 
ter, without 
less? 


next chapter of that let- 
which other gifts are worth- 
If love rather than knowledge is the 
supreme test of the Christian life, will it 
be possible for us to surrender, as Paul did, 
the liberties to which we are entitled be- 
cause of our love for the brethren in other 
denominations? 

Surely, this project of larger fellowship 
and more real unity of the Spirit with 
other bodies of Christian believers repre- 
sents a veritable venture, an actual test of 
our own spiritual life and character, a 
genuine challenge to give real diligence to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.—The Evangelical Herald. 


A LETTER FROM APPLEGATE LANE 
By Dr. W. F. More 


Almost every morning I wait with an- 
ticipation for the mailman. He not only 
brings us letters and newspapers, but once 
a week he delivers the Church paper which 
I have been getting for at least fifty years. 
My father paid the subscription price the 
first few years, and brought the paper from 
town when he came back from market. 
Now there is a Rural Free Delivery man 
who brings it to the house. He delivers 
many things, but none more interesting 
and more useful than the Church paper. 
So sure am I of this that I was much sur- 
prised when, on questioning him, I found 
that to the best of his knowledge my copy 
of the ‘‘ Reformed Church Messenger’? was 
the only one he delivered on his route. 


This made me think of the time when 
my copy of the Church paper was the only 
one which came within the bounds of my 
pastoral charge. There a better state of 
things was brought about by teaching the 
people how subscribing to and reading the 
““Messenger’’ would be of benefit to both 
themselves and the Church. My parents 
started me on the way of becoming a per- 
manent Chureh paper reader. I wished to 
pass on the privilege to others, and I or- 
ganized a club of Church paper subscribers 
in my charge. Thereafter about twenty 
such papers continued to come regularly 
many 
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became more intelligent and happy, 

I wish efforts could be made so that re- 
sults would soon begin to appear in the 
rural free delivery packages of this and 
every other section. This season of the 
year would be an excellent one in which to 
help bring this improved condition. Church 
paper subscriptions would make good 
Christmas, New Year, or birthday gifts of 
permanent value, leading to the apprecia- 
tion of that which is good. The R. F. D. 
man will rejoice with us in the improve- 
ment of his load, even though it be heavier. 

(Unele Sam failed to deliver this early 
in December, but there is so much wisdom 
in it that it would be timely any week in 
the year.—Editor.) 
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The Library of Congress has recently re- 
ceived through the Japanese Ambassador 
a photographic reproduction of the ancient 
commentary written by Prince Shotoku 
on the Buddhistie scripture, ‘‘The Lotus 
of Truth.’?’ The reproduction was made 
under the auspices of the Association of 
Prince Shotoku. 


The 85th meeting of the American Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Science 
was formally opened Dee. 27 at the Mu- 
seum of Natural History, New York City. 

Mail, passengers and express planes are 
flown out of Chieago monthly over a total 
of 565,406 miles, according to figures com- 
piled Dee, 25 by the American Air Trans- 
port Association. This monthly mileage is 
built up by 14 mail and passenger opera- 
tors. The largest number of miles covered 
is on the route between Chicago and San 
Franciseo, 


The Spanish Government has begun a 
campaign to rid the country of mendi- 
eants. Tramps will not be sent to jail, a 
remedy which has failed to give good re- 
sults, put will be sent to colonies where a 


trade will be taught to them under the 
sponsorship of charitable organizations, 
The campaign will continue until begging 
has disappeared. 

President Emilo Portes Gil, of Mexico, 
has issued an order for the abolition of 
summary executions. He announced that 
respect for human life would be strictly 
enforced and that even persons apprehend- 
ed in open rebellion against the government 
would not be put to death summarily, but 
turned over to the authorities for formal 
trial. 

6,000,000 children in the United States 
are members of the Junior Red Cross. It 
is reported from Washington that every 
child whose parents were affected by the 
storm in Florida was provided through this 
organization with a Christmas box. 

The Government of Venezuela disbursed 
$1,000,000 in Christmas presents. Every 
employe, including members of the army, 
received one month’s extra salary. 

The Byrd expedition reached the great 
ice barrier on Christmas Day near their 
base in the Antaretic. According to Com- 
mander Byrd’s message to the Secretary 
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of the Navy, ‘‘we are thankful and proud 
to report that we have been able to carry 
the American flag several hundred miles 
further south than it has ever been..... 
We are 2,400 statute miles from the near- 
est human dwelling, in the only area in the 
world where a ship can get so far from 
eivilization.’’ 

Mrs. Laura Frazer, the Becky Thatcher 
of Mark Twain’s books, died at Hannibal, 
Mo., Dee. 25, at the age of 91 years. 

Captain Charles E. Riggs, Commandant 
of the Naval Hospital at Washington, has 
been appointed by Secretary Wilbur to be 
the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery of the Navy with the rank of 
Rear Admiral. 

The annual dinner of the Woodrow Wil- 
son Memorial Foundation was held Dee. 28 
at the Hotel Astor, New York City, with 
Governor-elect Franklin D, Roosevelt as 
the principal speaker. The peace award 
was omitted. Secretary Kellogg’s name 
was mentioned, but the Board failed to 
agree. 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr., recently pur- 
chased property in New York City for 
which he paid $100,000,000. There are 
more than 200 parcels included in the deal, 
assessed at about $30,000,000. 

At the time of his death on Aug. 15, 
1927, Judge Elbert H. Gary was worth 
$12,938,072.28. His holdings in the United 
States Steel Corporation, of which he was 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, are 
listed at 1,887 shares of preferred and 
3,741 shares of common. 

Additional gifts of about $10,000,000 
to be devoted to the extension of the 
dormitory group or ‘house’? plan through- 
out Harvard College will be made available 
s00n by Edward S. Harkness, a Yale gradu- 
ate of New York City, Mr. Harkness was 
the donor of the original fund of $3,000,- 
000. 

Millionaires in the United States in- 
ereased from 7,000 in 1914 to between 30,- 
000 and 40,000 in 1928, according to a 
statement from the Federal Reserve Bank 


- of New York. 


Recording the national death rate for 
1927 at 11.4 persons per 1,000 population, 
the Department of Commerce reported Dec, 
27 that Idaho had the lowest rate of the 
States with 7.1 per 1,000 population. The 


rate of 13.9 was reached in Cali- 
fornia, Vermont and New Hampshire. 

A system of weather reports of such fre- 
quency and comp:ehensiveness that they 
will give hourly counsel to aviators and 
protect their planes from unexpected 
storms sweeping in from the side on air 


highest 


routes, as well as from those directly 
ahead, will be offered in the near future, 
Dr. William R. Gregg, of the Washington 


office of the United States Bureau, has an- 
nounced. 

Major Gen. Lutz Wahl, Adjutant Gen- 
eval of the Army, who commanded the 14th 
Brigade of the 7th Division in the World 
War, died Dee. 30 at his home in Wash- 
ington, Burial was in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

The University of Pennsylvania Mu- 
seum’s archaeological expedition to Beisan 
has unearthed a magnificent basalt panel, 
which is said to be the best sculpture ever 
found in Palestine and the equal of the 
finest Babylonian and Egyptian work. 

The Association Against Prohibition 
Amendment has appropriated $100,000 for 
research during 1929 into the faets under- 
lying the Prohibition situation. 

The Ford Motor Company has officially 
announced the adoption of a new poliey 
by which it will maintain a 6-day week 
for its plants, but retain a 5-day week for 
its workers by employing 30,000 more 
workers. Production of cars is to be in- 
creased 20%. By March the production 
may reach 8,750 cars a day. 

Reconstruction work by the Red Cross 
in Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands for 
hurricane sufferers will be virtually com- 
pleted by Feb. 15, according to a recent 
report. 
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Books of all publishers, partic- 
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of Palo 
Alto, is to assume charge on March 1 of 
the Orthodox Friends Congregation at 13th 
and Irving Streets, Washington, where the 
President-elect Hoover and his family will 
worship. 

President Portes 


Dr. Augustus Taber Murray, 


Gil, of Mexico, has 
planned a drive on liquor and has an- 
nounced an educational program with dry 
law as a goal. 

The Paraguayan Government has in- 
formed its Legation at Washington that 
the protocol which it has been asked to 
sign by the Pan-American Conference on 
Conciliation and Arbitration as an initial 
step toward conciliation in its boundary 
dispute with Bolivia is generally aceept- 
able. 

Apportionment of $73,125,000 to the 
States has been made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture as Federal aid in road ¢on- 


“struction for the fiseal year which begins 


next July. 

The Preparatory Disarmament Commis- 
sion has been summoned to convene at 
Geneva on April 15, The United States 
will be represented at the meeting. 
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The $10,000,000 residue of the estate of 
the late Charles M. Hall, ‘‘father of 
aluminum,’’ is to be distributed by his 
trustees to higher educational institutions 
of the Near East and the Orient, according 
to an announcement of the trustees. 

The League of Nations, Wishing to honor 
Elihu Root, of New York, who helped to 
write the statutes of its tribunal, has in- 
vited him to be one of the jurists to study 
revisions of the statutes of the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt was inaugurated 
Governor of New York Jan, 1 at Albany. 


Visitors from other States were repre- 
sented. 
TRIBUTES FROM DISTINGUISHED 


MEN TO DR. WILLIAM 
MANN IRVINE 


The President of the United States 
Superior, Wisconsin, 
September 5, 1928. 
My dear Mr. Heefner: 

IT valued Dr. William Mann Irvine as a 
great friend, admired him as a man, and 
had the greatest respect for his ability as 
an educator. I am glad, therefore, of this 
opportunity to pay a tribute to him in the 
Memorial Edition of the Alumni Quarterly 
of The Mercersburg Academy you are 
planning to publ'sh next month. 

Education does not mean merely. the aec- 
quisition of knowledge. A most vital fac- 
tor is the development of character. The 
proper training of youth in our secondary 
- schools is of tremendous importance to 
this country. As head master of Mercers- 
burg, Dr. Irvine rendered consecrated and 
distinguished service in this field. He will 
be missed. His life ever must be an in- 
spiration to those who remain. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Calvin Coolidge. 
Mr. Daniel Heefner, Secretary, 
Alumni Association of 
The Mercersburg Academy, 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania. 


b 


The Governor of Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Office, 
Harrisburg. Pa., 
September 15, 1928. 
Mr. Daniel Heefner, 
Alumni Secretary, 
The Mercersburg Academy, 
Mercersburg, Pa. 
Dear Mr. Heefner: 

I am pleased to learn you are compiling 
material for a Memorial Edition of the 
Alumni Quarterly for Dr, Irvine. 

My visit to Mercersburg on the last Sun- 
day of his life to hear him preach the 


MESSENGER ees 


Baccalaureate Sermon left a lasting im- 


pression upon me. The sermon itself was 
very able and in the light of his passing 
bore passages that were almost prophetic, 


His wo:k as one of the outstanding edu- 
eators of the country is too well known to 


need comment, Mercersburg has a long 
and honorable career in training young 
men for useful lives and Christian service. 
It remained, however, for Dr. Irvine to 
develop it into one of the finest prepara- 


tory schools in America. The school is the 
lasting memorial to his useful and con- 
struct.ve life. Others have done splendidly, 
but his labor was of superlative excellence, 

In all his relations, Dr. Irvine was a fine 
example of the best type of manly citizen- 
ship. He shirked no duty and stood ready al- 
ways to answer the call to public and private 
service, His idealism was capable of most 
practical expression. For years he served the 
State on the Board of Fish Commissioners, 
Due to the unusual development of indus- 
try and neglect and ignorance in handling 
wastes, the streams of Pennsylvania be- 
came polluted and unfit for aquatic life 
and domestic use and enjoyment. The 
errors of the past are being corrected and 
much of the good results in the purifica- 
tion of Pennsylvania’s streams can be 
traced to his energy and practical methods, 

In his passing, I lose a friend of many 
years’ standing and the State one of its 
most eminent and useful citizens. 

With cordial regards, I am, 


Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Jno. S, Fisher. 


The Secretary of the Navy 


Washington 

My acquaintance with Dr. Irvine began 
in 1887 when I was a member of the Naval 
Academy football team. I met him on the 
football team as a member of the Prince- 
ton team. It was a great pleasure to re- 
new that acquaintance when on his invita- 
tion I spoke at the graduating exercises at 
Mercersburg Academy in 1924, and there 
to see the fruits of a lifetime of toil of this 
faithful servant of our Lord and Master, 
Jesus Christ. It was a great pleasure to 
witness the joy of Dr. Irvine and his good 
wife at the prospect of building the new 
chapel in which the students of Mercers- 
burg Academy might meet to worship the 
God he reverenced and to Whose service 
he had dedicated his life. I share in the 
deep sense of loss which has come to Mer- 
eersburg Academy. I had counted the re- 
newal of my friendship with Dr. Irvine as 
one of the assets of life, to be enjoyed 
more and more as the years went on. 


(Signed) Curtis D. Wilbur. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo, F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday after Epiphany, January 
20, 1929 


P) 
Christ the Saviour 
Luke 15:3-7; Romans 5:6-10. 

Golden Text: And thou shalt call His 
name Jesus; for it is He that shall save His 
people from their sins. Matthew als 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Mission of Jesus. 
2. The Method of Jesus, 3. The Message 
of Jesus. 

Next to His unswerving loyalty to God, 
the most distinctive characteristic of Jesus 
was His devotion to man. Men were sinful 
ereatures. They were alienated from God. 
They were children who had strayed far 
from home. They were lost souls in a 


wicked world. Yet, in spite of their un- 
filial conduct, God still loved them. In- 
deed, He sent Christ to proclaim His love 
and, thus, to save men from sin. For they 
were the children of God and therefore of 
infinite value to their Father, The least 
of them all, the very lowest among pub- 
licans and sinners, was of greater worth 
than all the treasures of earth. And sin 
meant the destruction of all this infinite 
value. It was the suicide of the soul. The 
supreme need of man was salvation from 
sin. 


Thus the word ‘‘Saviour’’? sums up the 
meaning of Christ for mankind. Many 
other titles and names have been given to 
Him by men, and each of them has its sig- 
nificance. But none is deeper and truer 
than the oldest of them, which ‘is ‘‘Savi- 
our.’? 
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And that great name is the topic of our 
lesson. A week ago we_ studied sin. 
But a knowledge of sin is not news; cer- 
tainly, not good news. In its deepest heart, 
bruised and bleeding from many wounds, 
the world knows full well that it is sinful. 
It may discard the ancient name for its 
mortal malady. It may call sin by some 
other name. But it does not deny the fact 
that there is something radically wrong 
with mankind, All our doctors seem to 
agree in this diagnosis. Not merely the 
preachers, but all the sober and serious 
students of our times. We can build mar- 
velous machines, but we cannot produce 
men to match them. We can make moun- 
tains of money, but all our fabulous riches 
do not purchase loftier character for us. 

Now the Christian religion does not 
mince its words when it speaks about sin. 
It declares its reality and heinousness and 
peril; its guilt and its power, But it does 
more than that. It is glad tidings to men 
because it has a remedy for the universal 
malady. It proclaims salvation from sin. 
It offers Jesus Christ to this sinsick world 
as their only Saviour. 

I. The Mission of Jesus. Why did 
Jesus come, and what was His supreme 
task on earth? Our Golden Text answers 
this question. ‘‘Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus; for it is He that shall save His peo- 
ple from their sins.’? His name also de- 
scribes His god-given vocation. Jesus 
means Saviour. And His mission was the 
salvation of mankind from their sin, 


Let us note that in this earliest mention 
of the mission of Jesus not a word is said 
about penalty and punishment. That, un- 
fortunately, seems to be the chief, if not 
the only, concern of many sinners. They 
are afraid of the punishment of sin, here 
and hereafter, but they do not really hate 
and fear sin itself. The fruit of sin seems 
rather desirable, if one could only enjoy it 
with perfect impunity! And what they 
ask of religion is safety rather than salva- 
tion. Some guarantee of final escape from 
condemnation. 


But that was not the mission of Jesus. 
He never said that He came to save men 
from hell or to assure them of heaven. His 
purpose was far greater than that. He 
sought to save men from sin itself; from 
its power and guilt and not merely from 
its penal consequences. And the greater 
includes the lesser. There is no condemna- 
tion for them that are in Christ Jesus. 
Hell, both as a tragie fact and as a specu- 
lative fancy, loses its meaning and its mes- 


sage for men whom Christ has truly saved 


from sin, 


Consider the greatness of the mission as- 
cribed to Jesus. The seroll of history is 
filled with the names of great men and 
with the record of their achievements. 
They had their mission, and they per- 
formed it nobly—kings and conquerors, ex- 
plorers and philosophers. But of what his- 
torical person has it ever been said that it 
was his mission to save mankind from sin? 
Who among the founders of great religions, 
even, has dared to make such a claim? 
What would our verdict be if any con- 
temporary genius or leader ventured to an- 
nounce himself as the saviour of mankind? 
We should say of him that he is either in- 
sane or an insincere charlatan. Measured 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church, It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. ‘The 
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elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
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President, 
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College 


Lancaster, Pa. 
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Sciences 
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teen buildings, including thoroughly 
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A college whose educational policy rests 
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the increased cost of education. Two 
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of benefaction yield returns more 
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Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials”, 
and other information. 
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Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
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Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 
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Practical courses in Education, English 
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by the greatness of His mission alone, 
Jesus stands un.que and unparalleled in 
history. Others have saved men from sick- 
ness and miseiy, from slavery and ignor- 
But only Jesus put forth the stu- 
pendous claim that it was His mission to 


ance, 


save all mankind from sin. 
But was His claim true? Has He really 
pertormed this divine mission? ‘The an- 


swer is written in the history of the last 


nineteen centuries. And it is there record- 
ed in characteis so plain and large that no 
man who seeks the truth can miss it. Men 
may doubt and deny some of our theologi- 
cal speculat:ons about Jesus, but no man 
can honestly face the facts of Christian 
history and still deny that Jesus has saved 
men from sin, Not all men yet, but multi- 


tudes of them; not any man in the sense of 
making h.m a sinless ¢reature, but many 
men by transforming them into new erea- 
tures, endued with power from on high to 
love God and serve Him. 

That story of salvation from sin by the 
power of Jesus begins in the New Testa- 
ment. There He appears as the friend of 
publicans and sinners, much to the alarm 
and disgust of the scribes and Pharisees. 
But these despised. outeasts responded to 
His sympathetic friendliness and they 
yielded to His loving message and minis- 
try. Some of them, at least, were saved 
from sin, like Zaccheus. And the same 
story of salvation runs on and on through 
the ages, even to our own time. All along 
the way we see the trophies of Jesus, the 
men whom He transformed into new crea- 
tures. Outstanding men like Paul and 
Augustine, whose far-reaching influence is 
immeasurable. And uncounted multitudes, 
whose names are written only in heaven. 
The same Jesus is still at work among 
men, saving them from sin. In every coun- 
try on earth there are those who ascribe 
to Him the power that has changed their 
lives. 

Thus history confirms what the Bible 
proclaims. Nineteen centuries is a long 
time for testing a claim. But the claim 
of Jesus has stood every test. We are 
surer today than ever before that no other 
power can save mankind from sin than 
Jesus. 

II. The Method of Jesus. But how did 
Jesus save men? How does He do it to- 
day? The fact is indubitable. Can we ex- 
plain it? Certainly not unless we first ef- 
perience it, And, perhaps, not even then. 
That, as we know, is true of many facts. 
They defy our full and final explanation, 
but we accept and trust them nevertheless. 
But no facts are quite so inexplicable 
to us as those that pertain to the spirit of 
man. That is the deepest spring of our 
life, where character is formed and trans- 
formed. Even in our human intercourse 
and fellowship the processes that go on 
silently and secretly in our spirits are 
veiled in mystery. How then, may we ex- 
pect to understand fully how Jesus saves 
men from sin by their inward and spiritual 
transformation? 


But while there is mystery in our salva- 
tion from sin by Jesus, there is no magi¢ 
about it. That is clearly seen when we 
abandon all our human theories of salva- 
tion and turn to Jesus Himself. Apparently 
He had no theory of salvation, and He pro- 
claimed none, It was His life and char- 
acter through which sinful men experienced 
a power that transformed them. He was 
the embodiment of the grace and truth of 
God. Divine love was incarnate in Him, 
in His daily life and in His sacrificial 
death. That was the power that saved 
men. That was the gospel Jesus proclaimed 
in His matchless parables of the lost coin, 
the lost sheep, and the lost son. And what 
His lips proclaimed, His life and death 
illustrated. Eyen Paul, who had pondered 
deeply on the mystery of our salvation 
from sin, can only say, ‘‘God commandeth 
His own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’’ 
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Jesus’ method of salvation, then, was to 
preach and practice the love of God. That 
was the power that worked spiritual mir- 
acles in men. And it still does. No other 
power is adequate to that task. Only the 
love of God can overcome sin. But it must 
find expression in our lives, as well as 
utterance in our words. It is not at all 
difficult to preach the glad tidings of sal- 
vation, But to live it daily in our inter- 
course with men, with friend and foe, with 
rich and poor, with high and low, as Jesus 
did, that is so difficult a task that no man 
can perform it unaided. He must himself 
be a ‘‘saved’’? man before he ean effec- 
tively proclaim Jesus the Saviour to his 
fellows. 

Where that is done, even in human 
weakness, divine love still manifests its 
might and majesty in sinful hearts. And 
that is the real mission of the Church, to 
proclaim God’s infinite love as He dwelt in 
Christ for the salvation of men. 

Ill. The Message of Jesus. But our 
proclamation of the glad tidings must be 
in terms of Christlike living. Only in 
lives can love manifest its divine might; 
not in words. Jesus preached the gospel 
by living it. His spoken words gripped 
men because His daily life proved their 
reality and power. There is no lack among 
us of sermons and tracts and books on 
God’s love for sinful mankind. Our great 
need is to translate our spoken and written 
message of salvation into a Christlike min- 
istry among men and nations. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


January 20th—Seeing the Good In Men 
Everywhere. John 1:45-51. 


Men usually see what they look for, If 
they look tor flaws and failings in others 
they generally find them, If they look for 
the true, the good, the beautiful they are 
likely to find these, too. Indeed, there is 
one school of philosophers who insist that 
you cannot see anything anywhere except 
as you already have the mental image or 
concept of it in yourself. You must be 
beautiful in order to see beauty. You must 
be good in order to see goodness, Some 
men look at a beautiful sunset, but they 
see no beauty there because there is no 
beauty in their own souls. They see noth- 
ing true or good in life because there is 
no truth or goodness in their own souls. 
The Universe is a mirror of the soul. It 
reflects us to ouiselves. What we our- 
selves are that we usually discover in 
others. If men are mean and false and 
selfish they Ttead these traits in others. If 
they are good and true they find these same 
qualities in other people. ‘‘The pure in 
heart shall see God.’’? None other can 
ever see Him, for God can be seen only 
by those who are Godlike, 

Jesus possessed a peculiar genius for see- 
ing man at hs real value. He looked for 
goodness in men because of the goodness 
in His own soul. What eyes Jesus had! 
He saw folks that others never saw. Ina 
great crowd a poor, trembling woman 
touched the hem of His garment and He 
saw her. In another great throng He 
spied a man on a tree and told him to come 
down. He was always looking for folks 
and when He saw them He could size them 
up. He knew what was in man. He saw 
man’s virtues and vices, man’s strength 
and weakness. 

It is interesting to study the men and 
women whom Jesus gathered about Him- 
self. Almost every type of manhood was 
represented. There were some who were 
better than others. Some possessed latent 
powers of strength and leadership. Others 
had the possibilities of evil lurking in their 
nature. Jesus recognized their qualities 
and always sought to bring the best out 
of them, In His fellowship weak men be- 
came strong, erring men became loving dis- 
ciples of Jesus. He always saw the good 
that was in them and had absolute, im- 
plicit confidence in them. He even staked 
the interests of the Kingdom of God upon 
their fidelity. 

It is a great thing to cultivate a spirit 
of optimism in life. There is enough of 
goodness in people to hearten and cheer us 
if we will but look for it. On the other 
hand, if we go forth looking for the evil 
in others we shall find plenty of it around. 
Perhaps there is no person who so merits 
our pity as the cynic. The cynie has no 
confidence in folks. He is always suspici- 
ous of their actions; never trusts people 
in the dark. Jesus was no cynic. He never 
mistrusted people except the Pharisees, 
but even then He saw good in some of 
them. 

In the winning of men and women for 
Jesus Christ it is important that we recog- 
nize the essential goodness in the human 
soul. There are no totally bad people. 
Total depravity is more of a theological 
doctrine than an actual fact, The best 
have some evil in them and the worst have 
some good in them. 


‘<PDown in the human heart, crushed by the 

tempter, 

Feelings lie buried which grace can re- 
store. 

Touched by a loving heart, wakened by 
kindness, 

Chords which were broken shall vibrate 
onee more.’’ 


Tf this were not the case, ours would be a 
hopeless quest for souls. Jesus came to 


save the last, the least, the lost, because 
He still saw a residue of good in folks. 

In our daily friendship with others it is 
always best to look for the good and to 
expect the good. If we trust people they 
will instinetively try to measure up to our 
trust. If we despise them they will most 
likely become contemptible and mean. It 
is better to have one’s confidence in people 
shattered than to have no confidence at 
all in them. It is better to be deceived at 
times than to have no respect for others 
at all. If we see the essential goodness in 
men we shall be impelled to go to the ends 
of the earth to help them. The good in 
men lies deeper than their skin, It is not 
a matter of complexion, not of outward 
circumstances, not of class or cash. The 
good in men is the spark of divinity that 
still resides there. No matter how far a 
person has wandered astray there is some 
good there and we must look for it and 
build upon it. 


Sometimes people are despised because 
they come from humble homes. ‘‘Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?’’ was 
the sneering query that was raised about 
Jesus. It is, however, from these humble 
homes, from these quiet, out of the way, ob- 
scure places that some of the best people 
come. Goodness in men does not depend 
on the place in which they live. It is not 
a matter of outward conditions. Sometimes 
we think that if we would improve the eir- 
cumstances of people we could instill good- 
ness in the human heart, but it is actually 
the other way around. Goodness in the 


Protect your skin, scalp and hair from 
infection and assist the pores in the 
elimination of waste by daily use of 


Cuticura Soap 


25c. Everywhere 


human heart will change the environment 
in which people live and if there is a good 
man living anywhere he will change the 
character of the community in which he 
lives. Nothing in the world matters event- 
ually except personality. If we can de- 
velop good, strong men and women they 
will be as salt in the earth preserving it 
against decay, or, like leaven, leavening 


the whole lump of human society. Let us, 
therefore, no longer despise men. Let us 


look for the good that is in them and let 
us always seek the best things every- 
where, for thereby we shall become better 
every day, 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


It has been the custom at Bethany that 
someone impersonate Santa Claus on the 
last day of school before Christmas vaca- 
tion and distribute oranges and peanuts to 
the children. This year was no exception, 
but with this differenee—that there were 
two Santa Clauses. Just when our own 
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The “Ideal” Chair 
THE “IDEAL” CHATR 

Hach 
Adult size with Book and Hat Racks..... $4.60 
Adult size with Book Rack only ......- 4.25 
Adult size with Hat Rack only .........- 4.05 
Adult size without Book or Hat Rack.... 3.75 
Junior size, seat 16 ins. high ........-.-- 3.05 
Primary size, seat 14 in. high ..........- 1.95 
Beginners’ size, seat 12 in. high ........ 1.90 
Beginners’ size, seat 10 in. high .........- 1.85 


TRIUMPH TIP 
To be used on Ideal Chairs. 
tips. 25ce. 
ADULT CHAIR NO. C 124A 
Chestnut seat. Height of back 17% inches. 
Width of seat, 16 inches. Sturdy, neat and 
practical. Price, $1.75 each, Delivery extra. 
No. 5721— 
PRIMARY CHAIR 
Very strong, comfortable and attractive. 10, 


Per set of four 


C 124A 


5721 


12 or 14 inches. Chestnut seat. Golden oak. 


Price, $1.65 each. 


THE “IDEAL” CHAIR 
Made light in weight, but built for dur- 
ability. 
Design follows prevalent Church architee- 
ture. 


Wood is quartered oak, finish dull varnish, 


Legs are bent wood, the rear ones being 
continuous from top of back to floor, These 
are braced by bent corners on top of seat. 
Seats are reinforced by cross grain framework 
on under side. 

Chair back is built with horizontal and 
vertical curves, making it very comfortable. 

Book racks are set low to allow more room 
between rows of chairs. Seat is extended to 
form bottom of book rack. The rack is bent 
wood. This forms the most durable book rack 
made. 
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Santa Claus was ‘fin‘shing his work there the dark corners of rural life, to reveal the principal cities of t.at interesting is- 
came a second. ‘*Chef’’? and Mrs. Fav- sin and the need of salvation for human land. Dr. Foght’s mission as a lecturer in 
inger, of Annville, visited the Home and hearts, to drive out ignorance and super- the schools brought him into intimate re- 
gave each one of the family an orange and _ stition, to seek to create and maintain in- lations with many leading men in Japan, 
eandy. In speaking about the affair in terest in things rural and thus help to re- and gave him ususual facilities in seeing 
Chapel that evening one of the little girls tain for country life some of its finest and the country and the people, and learning 
rema. ked—‘‘ The first Santa was a make’ most devoted young men and women. Thus, __ their peculiar characteristics, as well as 
believe, but the second one was the real if the rural Chureh will function truly in their manner of life. He has made an ex- 
One.’’ its great work, it will help to raise and  ceedingly interesting book that will help 
Our Christmas entertainment on Satur- maintain the standard of life in the coun- Americans to understand the Japanese, 
day evening before Christmas, under the try so that in the future, as in the past, and that is what is so very important. 
direction of one of our teachers, Miss rural life will do its part in providing a It is to be regretted that the Doctor 
Hefelfinger, was very successfully render- high type of leadership for the nation and  yisited only one of the numerous mission- 
ed. The children of EUG eas grades, who for the world. ary stations in Japan, and that, for that 
partic‘pated in the progiam, did so with reason, has virtually nothing to say rela- 
great credit to themselves and reflected tive to them. He spent a day or two in 
1 great amount of work and practice on . Sendai, but the only allusion to North 
the pait of the instructor. BOOK REVIEW iy Japan ’ College in that city is the bare 


children were remembered with 

gifts from their friends, congrega- 
tions, Sunday School classes and organiza- 
tions, for which we return our thanks in 
behalf of the children. The office force is 
as careful as it can be in acknowledging 
every package sent, in the name of the 
Home, but there were several that had no 
identification to know from whom they had 
come, These we could not acknowledge so 
to one and all we say, ‘‘Thank You.’’ 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


Remember, Guild Girls, your study of 
‘‘Youth and the New America’’ begins in 
Mareh. Do not wait until the February 
meeting to order books, but have them to 
distribute at that time, so that all of the 
members will have read the first chapter 
before the March discussion. The Program 
Committee which feels that only the best 
efforts are worthwhile for the Guild will 
want a ‘‘Suggestion to Leaders’’ (15c) to 
help in planning the programs. John R. 
Lyons gives, in this leaflet, very practical 
ideas for the study of the splendid text, by 
G. Bromley Oxman.  ‘‘ Youth and the New 
America’? sells for 60 cents. 


It is a joy to read the post-Christmas 
numbers of ‘*The Christian World’’ and 
‘<The Reformed Church Messenger’? and 
note how many Churches celebrated a 
White Gifts Christmas. Among the White 
Gifts given by the various groups of As- 
cension Church, Norristown, we noted with 
interest the following objects: Bethel Re- 
formed Community Center, The Berger 
Home, Bethany Orphans’ Home, Nazareth 
Orphans’ Home, in addition to several local 
needs, 


Are you searching for a dignified pag- 
eant to be given at the evening Church 
service on Fareign Mission Day—one with 
music, and a rather small cast? Perhaps, 
‘<Jesus Shall Reign,’’ by Mrs. Margarete 
Strack Fischer, is just what you want. It 
is priced at 10 cents. 


THE MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THE 
RURAL CHURCH 


(Continued from page 2) 
phase of it with the leaven of the Gospel. 
Compulsory education has done much to 
raise the standard of rural life. Modern 
inventions, the development of farm ma- 
chinery, the auto and good roads, electric 
light and power, the rural mail carrier, all 
have helped to raise this standard. But 
it is the rural Church that must constantly 


and in every way possible present Jesus ; 


Christ, thé Light of the world, to light up 


Olavus Petri and the Ecclesiastical Trans- 
formation in Sweden. By Conrad Berg- 
endoff. M. A. Maemillan Co, Price, $2.50. 


To know the full reach of the Reforma- 
tion, account mist be taken of other coun- 
tries than Germany, and consideration 
given to other leaders than Luther. Gus- 
tavus I, Olavus Petri and Laurentius An- 
drea formed the triumvirate which gave 
the Reformation to and made Sweden a 
Protestant nation. It is instructive to 
trace the similarity of development of the 
Reformation in Sweden with that of Ger- 
many. Petri is the Luther and Nurnberg 
the Wittenberg. Much the same conflict 
went on between the Reformers and ruling 
princes, and in each the determination of 
ruler and Reformer for independence of 
Rome. 

There is in the book quite a full ae- 
count of the accomplishments of Petri and 
a defense of his work and his contributions 
to the cause of the evangelical faith. He 

made use of Luther’s material, his methods, 
writings and songs; but many books and 
pamphlets of the time were from his own 
hand. The book is an important addition 
to the history of the great evangelical 
awakening of that period. A. D. 


Our Ultimate Authority. By M. William 
Greenwood, Ph. D. By the American 
Traet Society, New York. 


This book contains the, sayings of Jesus, 
collated from the four gospels in the sup- 
posed order of, their appearance. 
Master’s words dn the shortest and oldest 
gospel form the este. These are followed 
by the additional sayings of Jesus in the 
first, third and fourth gospels. The reader 
can not help but form the conception of 
Jesus as the gréat, unique, Divine-human 
personality invested with supreme author- 
ity. The following other ideas stand out 
prominently. God is a spirit, the sonship 


- of man, the kingdom as the goal of Jesus’ 


efforts and teaching, spiritual naturaliza- 
tion, or the new birth, as the process of 
kingdom-building, the centrality of per- 
sonal and social salvation in the gospels. 
The book is invaluable to such as desire 
to attain a better understanding of Jesus, 
of the individual gospels and of the!r inter- 
relation. The introduction is an excellent 
interpretation of the main teachings of 
the Master. —A. G. R. 


Unfathomed Japan. By Dr. Harold Foght. 

Macmillan and Co., New York. 

This is a adseny and substantial 
volume of more than 400 pages, in which 
Dr. Foght writes, with deepening interest, 
of his travels in Japan for a period of 
several months. Starting out from Tokyo 
he goes north on the eastern side of the 
country, visiting the principal cities, lee- 


The. 


turing in the schools and universities, as_ 


far as Asahigawa, in northern Hokkaido, 
and then eomes back on the western slope 
as far south 
from then 
has compl 


returning to Tokyo, Whenshe 
ed this extensive visit in Japan 


‘Proper, he sails to Formosa, Bie vigits 


as Kumamotu, in Kyushu, and 


_at the age of 45 years, 2— a 


stricken. 


~ interment in the Odd Fellows? 


statement that there are also two mission- 
ary colleges in Sendai! He did visit a 
station of the South M. E. Church at Hiro- 
shima, but the most he has to say of that 
mission is to express his enjoyment of the 
‘‘home cooked food,’’ which the mission- 
aries gave him! Near the end of the book, 
he devotes two or three pages to the Union 
Woman’s College that is building at Tokyo. 
However, Dr, Foght was in Japan for the 
purpose of inspecting the schools of that 
country and giving educational addresses, 
and his contacts naturally were largely 
with educators, and his itinerary was di- 
rected by them. It is of interest to note, 
however, that several of the leaders, whom 
he met and learned to regard highly, were 
earnest Christian gentlemen. Let it be 
noted also that Dr. Foght is himself a 
Christian, and that he expresses regret that 
he had neither time nor opportunity to ac- 
quaint himself with the great missionary 
undertakings in that far away land. His 
educational work, for which he seems to 
have been employed, prevented, 
a=. 6. RR 
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it. xt an active work Ey 

_death of Elder Mason B. Sutliff. . 
‘plication of diseases was ‘th 
death. Although bedfast since 
continuously showed signs of imp 1 
He passed away very suldeeaee Dee. 


days. 


He was a devoted reader of the ‘‘ Meter 
ger.’? He will be greatly missed by the 
congregation and the community. He i 
survived by his wife, two sons, tyeaean = 
ters and one grandchild. Services were | 
held at his late residence on Be 
Heights at 2 P,. M., Jan, Ai in charg 
his pastor. 4 


ELDER GRANVILLE G. GRASL 


The members of St. John’s enue t 
of St. Clair, Pa., were greatly shocked 
hear of the sudden’ death of Elder 
ville G. Grasley on Christmas Day 
rounded by his family, enjoying the 
mas dinner, he was suddenly qnd- 
Elder Grasley was a good 
band, a kind father, a worthy oY 
an active Churchman. 
ing of the new Church durin 
summer, his interest and lo: 
manifest. 


by a Piatt pastor, Bey B, 1 


A wife, two sons, two oer 


